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REMARKS. 


1. If God’s eternal design re- 
specting the creation government and 
destiny of creatures, manifests his 
goodness, then those who hate this 
design, hate God for his goodness 
This is more than implied in the 
question our Lord put to sinuets. 
“Is thine eye evil, because [I am 


good?” In an other place he said of 


sinners, “They have hated me with- 
out a cause.” ‘Those persens who un- 
derstandingly hate the divine purpo- 
ces of election and reprobation, may 
not be sensible that they are hating 


the display of the pure, perfect and | 


immutable goodness of God; but this 
is an alarming fact. ‘They hate Goud 
for the only reason why they should 
love him, and for the only reason why 
the inhabitants of heaven will forever 
sing his praise. The hearts of sinners 
according to the divine declaration, 
are full of evil.” E.very carnal mind 
is enmity against God, and full of ha- 
tred to all the displays of his goodness. 
While in this condition God does and 
ought to hate them with all his heart. 
Accordingly the inspired writers seize 
the strongest terms of language, and 
the most striking imagery of nature, to 
express God’s hatred and wrath against 
sinners. “Thou hatest all workers of 
iniquity. God is angry with the wick- 
ed every day. A wicked man is 
loathsome andcomethto shame. For 
the wicked boasteth of his heart’s de- 
sire, and blesseth the covetous, whom 
the Lord abhorreth.” Even the reli- 
gious services and prayers of sinners 
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| arerepresented as abomination to God. 


And he will express his holy hatred of 
sinners by their eternal punishment. 
“The same shall drink of the wine of 
the wrath of God, which is poured out 
without mixiure, into the cup of his 
indignation. ' And the smoke of their 
torment ascendeth up for ever and ev- 
er, and they have no rest: day nor 
night, but shall be tormented with fire 
and brimstone, for ever and ever.” 
But what language can express the 
guilt of those who hate with all their 
heart, the infinitely holy, and ever 
blessed God, for the very reason, and 
the only reason why they ought to 
love him? What we can say or con- 
ceive on this subject, is all feebleness, 
in comparison withthe reality. Those 


| who can have a heart to hate such a 


God, after they see and know his true 
true character, surely ought to “be 
punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord and the 
glory of his power.” 

2. This subject, throws light upon 
u very common complaint against some 
ministers, which is, for preaching and 
writing all the time, on the same doc- 
trines. It is a very noted complaint 
against some preachers, that they 
dwell almost all the time on the doc- 
trines of divine decrees, agency, scve- 
reignty, and disinterested affection, 


'and do not have sufficient variety in 


their preaching. But since those who 
make this complaint du not generally 
tell what doctrines or duties are com- 
paratively too much neglected by this 


| class of preachers, it is time this very 


common complaint was investigated. 
I am inclined to think there is really 
no foundation for this complaint, but 
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the fact that those criminals who stand ||can understand or exercise faith in 
condemned at the bar of the public || God, or faith in Christ, without a cor- 
opinion, generally bring into view the || rect view of the divine character and 
ultimate design of God in the gospel || perfections which are the objects on 
scheme, on whatever subject they || which faith must ferminate? Who can 
preach. If they treat upon the divine | exercise submission to God, without a 
decrees they make this appear. If} correct knowledge of his "character? 
they treat upon divine providence, | Who can understand the doctrine of 
they make this appear. If they treat | election, without understanding the 
upon the divine sovereignty they make | doctrine of reprobation? And who can 
this appear. If they treat upon total || understand either of these doctrines, 
depravity, they make this appear. If | without a knowledge of the ultimate 
they treat upon faith, repentance, sub- | desig mn of God to display his goodness, 
mission, love to God, or indeed any || by means of the vessels of mercy, and 
christian grace, they will generally | the vessels of wrath? Sinners will al- 
make this appear. In short, let them || ways cavil with the doctrines of elec- 
treat on what doctrine or duty they || tion and reprobation, until they are 
may, they generally carry it so far, as || made to see the ultimate design of God 
to make this appear. “For they al-||to display his goodness by means of 
Ways treat every subject, in its inti- both the elect and reprobate. This 
mate connexion with the one great || view of God is absolutely necessary 
scheme, which comprises all the de- || to silence their complaints and cavils, 
signs, all the creatures, and all the || and occasion conviction and self con- 
works of God. And viewed in this |} demnation for their hatred of God and 
light, one thing is nearly as disagreea- || his design. “If the purpose and con- 
ble as another to every selfish heart: || duct of God respecting the non-elect 
grace is as disagreeable as justice, || be concealed, his purpose and conduct 
heaven as disagreeable as hell, time as || respecting the elect will be covered 
disagreeable as eternity, prosperity as || with darkness, and the exceeding rich- 
disagreeable as adversity, and the es and glory of his grace in their sal- 

| 








promises of the gospel as disagreeable || vation will be hidden from the eyes of 
as its most awful threatnings. For || his friends and his foes. If we deny 
all these things stand equally prepar- || the purpose of God respecting the de- 
edto destroy every one of those whom || struction of the non-elect,we must,to be 
God designs should be finally destroy- |\ consistent,deny his purpose respecting 
ed.” But the salvation of the elect. And if we 
3. Ifthis is the true ground of the || deny the eternal, sovereign, gracious 
complaint, it is easy to see from this || purpose of God in the gospel, what re- 
subject, that it is not only unreasona- || mains of the riches of his glory, and 
ble, but absurd. For who can have || of the exceeding riches of his grace in 
any true knowiedge or love of any doc- || Christ Jesus, and in the redemption 
trine or duty of the gospel, unless it is || of his people? The doctrine of repro- 
seen in its connexion with the ulti- || bation must be understood and main- 
mate design of God? Who can un- || tained, or there is nothing in the word, 
derstand and perform the duty of re- || or conduct, or character of God, that 
pentance without understanding the |;can be understood or maintained 
doctrine of total moral depravity? And || against the bold and heavy assaults of 
who can understand the doctrine of || the enemies of divine truth.” 
total depravity, without understanding 4. If the creation, government, and 
the nature of the controversy between |! destiny of creatures, affords the most 
sinners and God? And who can || perfect exercise, exhibition, and grati- 
understand this controversy, without || fication of the divine goodness, then ‘ 
a knowledge of the different designs || is absurd to say that God would have 
which each are pursuing? Who ilbeen just as happy if he had never 
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purposed to create the universe of in- 
telligent creatures. ‘The happiness of 
God must necessarily consist in the 
exercise, exhibition, and gratifica- 
tion of his goodness, which we have 
seen requires the existence of both sin- 
ful and holy creatures. ‘This scheme 
of creation and providence has always 
been present to the mind of God, and 
afforded him the most perfect enjoy- 
ment. Accordingly God is represent- | 
ed in scripture as “rejoicing in the 
habitable parts of the earth,” and a 
“my delights were among the sons of 
men.” It is difficult for those who de- 
ny that the universe of intelligent crea- 
tures is necessarily connected with the 
divine happiness, to stand against those 
who deny the doctrine of future and 
eternal punishment. But though sin- 
ners may not be convinced that the 
general good of creatures, simply con- 
sidered, will be promoted by the eter- 
nal sinfulness and misery of a part of 
the angels and a part of the human 
race, yet they will sooner or later see 
that the greatest possible amount of | 
glory and happiness in God and crea- 
tures collectively, requires the sacrifice 
of the eternal happiness of the, vessels 
of wrath. 

It appears from this subject that 
those preachers who generally conceal 
the ultimate design of God in their 
preaching, are condemned by the ex- 
ample of Moses and the prophets, Je- 
sus Christ and the apostles, who de- 
clared the whole counsel of God. Mo- 
ses said to the people just before his 
death “I will publish the name of the | 
Lord.” The Lord Jesus said tu his 
Father, “I have declared thy name, 
and will declare it.” Paul said to his || 
hearers respecting God, “whom ye 
therefore ignorantly worship, him de- 
clare I unto you.” And he was so 
far from endeavouring to conceal the 
ultimate design of God in his preach- 
ing, that he laboured systematically to 
make his hearers see and understand 
it. He represents the heirs of glory 
as “‘chosen before the foundation of the 
world, according to the good pleasure 


of his will,” and says, “having made | 


known unto us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure which 
he purposed in himself, in whom we 
also have obtained an_ inheritance, 
being predestinated according to the 
| purpose of him who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will.’ 
| From these passages as well as the oth- 


er specimens we have of their preach- 








ing, it is evident that the apostles gen- 
erally traced the gospel scheme to its 
original source, as emanating from the 
will of God, or his eternal, design to 
| display his goodness. Peter brought 
| this design into view in its most trying 
and self denying light, in his suceess- 
ful sermon on the day of pentecost, 
which cut so many thousands to the 
heart. It is plain from the divine com- 
mands to ministers, and the examples 
that are set for them, that they ought 
to carry every doctrine and duty so 
far that it will beseen by all in its con- 





nexion with the ultimate counsel of 


| God respecting all things. For “the 
os of his character, decrees,and 
conduct,” must necessarily be “the 
eatin of the affection and confi- 

l dence, the submission and obedience, 
which God requires of his creatures.” 
But though the duty of ministers is 
made plain, yet there are multitudes 
who take a great deal of pains, and 
labour incessantly to preach the gos- 

| pel in a plausible manner, without 
bringing clearly into view God’s eter- 
nal design respecting all things. Some 
| labeur to conceal it entirely and others 
labour to becloud and hide it in part. 
I will not say that some who are en- 
gaged in this. employment are not sin- 
But I would respectfully submit 
| the following inquiries. Does not such 
'a course indirectly condemn the 
| preaching of Moses and the prophets, 
who de- 

clared the whole counselof God? Will 
| such a course establish their character 
‘for honesty and faithfulness in the 
sight of God and man? If some who 
manage revivals, would use their in- 
fluence to persuade sinners to attend 
supremely to the glory and interests 
of the infinite God, instead of seeking 
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their own personal interests supremely, 
would not their preaching be better 
adapted to prepare sinners for the 
employment and enjoyment ofheaven? 
If they would generally present the 
inducements of the gospel in the light 
of duty rather than interest, would 
they not free themselves from the ab- 
surdity of persuading them tocontinue 
in stnin order to secure their salva- 
tion? Those persons in the days of 
Christ who proposed to be his follow- 
ers and embrace his gospel from sel- 
fish and sinister motives, were imme- 
diately condemned and rejected. Hap- 
py would it be for mankind if his suc- 
cessors in the sacred office were as 
faithful to condemn all religious selfish- 
ness. And happy would it be for 
many awakened sinners, if their in- 
structers would show them the light of 
the glory of God, instead of beclouding 
their minds in the dark and disastrous 
fog of human interest, which repels 
every ray of the Sun of righteousness. 
If the prophet Elisha could be present 
to hear many of the sermons and ad- 
dresses which are delivered at the || 
present day, how justly might he say 
as he once did, “Where is the Lord | 


God of Elijah?” But God is able and | 





the controversy would be at an end. 

6. This subject reflects light upon the 
inquiry, what constitutes the glory of 
God? To invent and promote a plau- 
sible righteousness without holiness, 
and a specious religion without moral 
goodness, has ever been the grand de- 
sideratum of wicked men, and _ per- 
haps nothing has more perplexed such 
men than the express divine command 
to do all that we doto the glory of 
God. If this divine command there- 
fore can be turned into a selfish chan- 
nel, it will very much relieve the feel- 
ings of mankind. Accordingly Uni- 
versalists, Arminians, and some oth- 
ers who professed to be of a higher 
stamp of orthodoxy, early taught that 
the glory of God consisted in the ex- 
ercise and display of that love of hap- 


piness which does not imply any ha- 


tred of moral evil. And from this 
definition of the nature of the divine 
glory, they have inferred that God is 
glorified in creatures simply or chiefly 
in the display of his mercy towards 
them, and they have taught that to do 


all that we do to the glory of Ged, is 


to desire supremely the display of his 
mercy on ourselves and others. But 
it is easy to see from this subject, that 


disposed to make his creatures see and | this is a partial, false, and dangerous 


know that he is the Lord: “And so | view of the divine glory. 
long as he lives and reigns, and the | 


whole earth is full of his glory, it is 
utterly impossible for earth and hell, 


We ought 
to infer the nature of the glory of 
God from his ultimate design respect- 
ing all things, which is to secure the 


by fraud or force, by open war or se- | most perfect exercise, exhibition, and 
cret plots,” to obstruct his purposes, || gratification of his goodness. This 
or destroy the high toned orthodoxy of | we have seen implies the love of ho- 


the scriptures, which “begins and ends | 
with God.” Those who undertake to. 


conceal the doctrine of reprobation | 


from sinners in order to silence their || 
complaints, “Why doth he yet find || 
fault, for who hath resisted his wills’? | 
must also conceal the doctrines of | 
election, divine decrees and agency, 
and the absolute dependence of crea- 
tures on God for their actions, before 
they can satisfy them in this dishonest 
and infinitely dangerous way. Anda 
shorter method still, and quite as safe 
would be to tell them “there is noth- 
ing but selfishness in religion;” and 











liness and hatred of moral evil, as 
well as the love of happiness. The 
glory of God therefore consists in his 
goodness and the display of his glory; 
or if you please, his declarative glory 
| consists in the display of his goodness, 
which includes the display of his ho- 
liness, sovereignty, justice, and dispo- 
sition to punish sin, as well as the dis- 
play of his mercy. This agrees with 
the unequivocal divine declaration to 
Moses, who said to God, “I beseech 
thee show me thy glory. And he said 
I will make all my goodness pass be- 
fore thee, and I will proclaim the 
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name of the Lord before thee. And 
the Lord passed by before him and 
proclaimed the Lord, the Lord God, 
merciful and gracious, long suffering 
and abundant in goodness and truth, 
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiv- 
ing iniquity, transgression, and sin, 
and that will by no means clear the 
guilty, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children, and upon 
the children’s children, unto the third 
and fourth generation.” According 
to the song of Moses, the ever blessed 
God is “glorious in holiness.” He 
delights in holiness as well as in hap- 
piness. In order therefore to do all 
that we do tothe glory of God, we 
must have a constant and supreme 
regard and desire for the most perfect 
exercise, exhibition, and gratification 
of the divine goodness in all its branch- 
es. This is a perfectly easy and rea- 
sonable requirement; for the glory of 


God is obviously the most important 


object in the universe. ‘There is no, 
comparison between God and crea- 
tures. This duty implies disinterest- 
ed affection and is absolutely essential 
tosalvation. The happiness of heav- 
en is a social happiness.- No selfish 
person can join in the song of Moses 
and the Lamb, and no religion will 
prepare persons for heaven that does 
not lead them to rejoice in the doc- 
trines of election and reprobation 
which will forever manifest the divine 
goodness. 

7. If God has an eternal design re- 
specting every creature, object, and 


event, which will in its accomplish- | 


ment, secure the most perfect manifes- 
tation and gratification of his good- 
ness; then there is solid ground for 
joyful submission to all the divine 
predictions and events of divine prov- 
idence which are undesirable simply 
considered. The universal decrees 
and agency ef God and his absolute 
sovereignty have ever been the grand 
source of consolation to the righteous 
in every age. “The Lord reigneth, 
let the earth rejoice,” is the spontane- 
ous sentiment of every pious heart. 


The friends of God see his hand and 


counsel in all his works, and they love 
to have him reign over all creatures, 
objects, and events, and dispose of all 
creatures for hisown glory. They 
neither wish to flee out of his hands 
themselves, nor take others out. They 
know that their wisdom and knowl- 
edge is ignorance and folly in com- 
parison with infinite intelligence and 
goodness. They love holiness and 
justice as well as happiness, and they 
hate sin as well as misery. This 
leads them to believe and contemplate 
with a holy joy the divine predictions 
of the general destruction of mankind 
before the Millennium, and the end- 
less punishment of sinners in hell, that 
God may appear “TERRIBLE IN RIGHT- 
EousNEss.” ‘They love the divine 
glory and interests more than their 
own, and they always perform every 
duty which they do perform with un- 
conditional submission to the divine 
will. They are never displeased with 
this petition in prayer, “O lord if it 
be thy will grant this or that blessing;” 
but it grieves them to see professed 
christians leave out this petition, and 
seem to claim divine favours, because 
such desires are infinitely dangerous 
to express in prayer for and before 
sinners, and perfectly contrary to what 
they, and the almost unanimous voice 
of the christian church, have ever sup- 
posed to be either piety, or consistent 
with the present existence of a pious 
heart. The more the righteous con- 
template the hand and heart of God 
and become acquainted with his ulti- 
mate design, the more they see the 
propriety and obligation of the divine 
command “Rejoice in the Lord alway, 
and again Isay rejoice.” 
S. C. 
= IGI= 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 

The followimg is the substance of a conversa- 
tion between a Methodist and a Presbyterian. 

Methodist. Do you believe God 
has foreordained whatsoever comes to 
pass? 

Presbyterian. 1am a Presbyterian. 

M. But many Presbyterians do not 
believe that. 





19s 


P. Tam sorry then, that any should 
profess to be Presbyterians who are 
not so. But did you come here for 
the sake of disputing with me? 

M. 'The apostle Paul disputed in 
the synagogue and in the market dai- 
ly. 
4 P. Well then, you boldly and open- 


ly charge God with being the author of 


sin. 

M. No. It is you who make God 
the author of sin. 

P. It is my business to defend the 
character of God. I say he is a good 
being. But I can convince you that 
you openly charge him with being the 
author of sin, if yeu will patiently 
and candidly hear me. 

M. How? 

P. You boldly declare, if God 
chose that sin should exist in the uni- 
verse, he must be the author of it. 


M. But I do not say that he did | 


choose that sin should exist. 

P. I know that you pretend to de- 
ny that now; but you still say, up- 
on the supposition that he did choose 
it, he must be the author of it. 

M. Certainly. Nothing can be 
plainer, than that if Ged did choose 
that sin should exist, he is evidently 
the author of sin. 

P. Well now, according to your 
own principles he did choose that it 
should exist. God was able to pre- 
vent the existence of sin altogether. 

M. How? 

P. He might have prevented it in 
various ways. He might have pre- 
vented it by not creating such beings 
as have sinned, or by destroying them 
before they sinned after he had 
created them, or he might have pre- 
served them pure and holy as he cre- 
ated them. 

M. Yes, he might have prevented 
it by not creating them, or by destroy- 


ing them before they sinned. ‘But he 


could not have prevented it without 
destroying their free agency. 

P. Yeshe could. You will ac- 
knowledge that he could have preser- 
ved our first parents from sin, without 
destroying their free agency, if he 


A Dialogue between a Methodist and Presbyterian. 


could the fallen angels without destroy - 
ing their free agency. 

M. But he could not preserve the 
fallen angels from sinning without de- 
stroying their free agency. 

P. All angels did not fall; some re- 
mained holy. They did not continue 
holy without God. Hepreserved them 
from sin; and yet their free agency 
was not destroyed. 

M. Very well. 

P. If then God presetved the holy 
angels from sin, without destroying 
their free agency, he could also have 
preserved the fallen angels from sin, 
without destroying their free agency. 

M. Howe 

P. He could have preserved them 
from sin the same way that he did the 
holy angels; unless, indeed, there was 
an original difference in their mora! 
characters, which you will not allow. 

M. I suppose the angels who fel! 
were just as good before their fall as 
the holy angels. 

P. If, then, God could have pre- 
served the fallen angels from sin, with- 
out destreying their free agency , he 
certainly could have preserved our 
first parents from sin, without destroy- 
ing their free agency. He was, 
therefore, able to prevent the existence 
of sin altogether. 

eM. Very well, suppose I allow it. 

P. Well, he has not prevented its 
existence. 

M. No. 

P. He therefore, chose not to pre- 
vent it. 

M. Very well. 

P. Vf, therefore, God chose not to 
prevent the existence of sin, he most 
certainly chose that it should exist. 

M. It is not so. 

P. But this is a fair and legitimate 
conclusion, and one which cannot pos- 
sibly be avoided. God could easily 
have prevented the existence of sin, 
and he knew if he did not prevent it, 
that it certainly would exist. But he 
did not prevent it. Therefore he 
chose, taking all things into considera- 
tion, that sin should exist in the unt 
verse. 
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False Humility:—Letter of David Brainerd. iqs 


M. You have got me inte a difficul- || them of any savour of humility, in the 
ty which ¥ cannot get along with || manner of their deportment and deeds 
now. But the next time I see you, I || that they do. There are many that 


will be ready to meet you. A. E. are full of expressions of their own 
—-Lyo— _vileness, who yet expect to be looked 

For the Utica Christian Repository. /upon as eminent and bright saints by 
FALSE HUMILITY. | others, as their due; and it is danger- 


Many hypocrites make great pre- | ous for any, so much as to hint the 
tences to humility, as well as other gra- contrary, or to carry it towards them 
ces; and very often there is nothing | @0Y otherwise, than as if we looked 
whatsoever which they make a higher be them as some of the chief of 
profession of., They endeavour to | christians. There are many that are 
make a great show of humility in | much in crying out of their wicked 
speech and behaviour; but they com- hearts, and their great short COMMS; 
monly make bungling work of it, and unprofitableness, and speaking as 
though glorious work in their own though they looked on themselves as 
eyes. They cannot find out what a the meanest of the saints; who yet, ifa 
humble speech and behaviour is, or || Minister should seriously tell them the 
how to speak and act so that there || Same things in private, and should sig- 
may indeed be a savour of christian || ify, that he feared they were very 
humility in what they say and do. low and weak christians, and thought 
That sweet humble air and mien is || they had reason solemnly to consider 
beyond their art, being not led by the |} ©! their great barrenness and unprofit- 
Spirit, or naturally guided to a behav- ableness, and falling so much short ot 
iour becoming holy humility, by the || M@Py others, it would be more than 
vigour of a lowly spirit within them. || they could digest; they would think 
And therefore they have no other way, themselves highly injured; and there 
many of them, but only to be much in would be a dsnger of a rooted preju- 
declaring that they be humble, and || dice in them against such a minister. 
telling how they were humbled to the Edwards on the Affections. 
dust at such and such times,and abound- | ~~» @QO«- 
ing in very bad expressions which For the Utica Christian Repository. 
they use about themselves; such as, “I LETTER OF DAVID BRAINERD. 


a the least . all saints, ! = @ poor’ | To his brother John, at Bethel, the 
vile creature, | am not worthy of the town of Christian Indians, in 
least mercy, or that God should look New Jersey; written at Boston 

! . ‘ . : ? . 2 
upon me! Oh, I have a dreadful | ishen he was there on the brink of 


wicked heart! My heart is worse Ke 
than the devil! Oh, this cursed heart the grave, in the summer before his 


of mine, &c. Such expressions are neers 

very often used, not with a heart that || DEAR BROTHER, 

is broken, not with spiritual mourning, |}. I am now just on the verge of eter- 
not with the tears of her that washed || nity. expecting very speedily to ap- 
Jesus’ feet, not as “remembering and || pear in the unseen world. I feel my- 
being confounded, and never opening || self no more an inhabitant of earth, 
their mouth more because of their || and sometimes earnestly long to “de- 
shame, when God is pacified,” as the || part and be with Christ.” I bless 
expression is, in the prophet Ezekiel, || God, he has for some years given me 
but with a light air, with smiles in the || an abiding conviction, that it is impos- 
countenance, or with a pharisaical af- || sible for any rational creature to en- 
fectation. And we must believe that || joy true happiness, without being en- 
they are thus humble, and see them- || tirely devoted to him. Under the in- 
selves so vile, upon the credit of their || fluence of this conviction I have in 
say so; for there is nothing appears in! some measure acted. Oh that J had 
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done more so. I saw both the excel- 
lency and necessity of holiness in life; 
but never in such a manner as now, 
when I am just brought from the sides 
of the grave. O my brother, pursue 
after holiness; press towards this bless- 
ed mark; and let your thirsty soul con- 
tinually say, “I shall never be satisfied 
till I awake in thy likeness.”  Al- 
though there has been a great deal of 
selfishness in my views; of which [am 
ashamed, and for which my soul is 
humbled at every view; yet, blessed 
be God, I find I have really had, for 
the most part, such a concern for his 
glory, and the advancement of his 
kingdom in the world, that it is a sat- 
isfaction to me to refiect upon these 
vears. 

And now, my dear brother, as I] 
must press you to pursue after person- 
al holiness, to be as much in fasting 
and prayer, as your health will allow, 
and to live above the rate of common 
christians; so I must intreat you sol- 
emnly to attend to your public work; 
labour to distinguish between true and 
false religion; and to that end, watch 
the motions of God’s spirit upon your 
own heart. Look to him for help; and 
impartially compare your experiences 
with his word. Read Mr. Edwards 
on the Affections, where the essence 
and soul of religion is clearly distin- 
suished from false affections. Value 
religious joys according to the subject 
matter of them: there are many who 
rejoice in their supposed justification; 
but what do these joys argue, but only 
that they love themselves? Whereas, 
in true spiritual joys, the soul rejoices 
in God, for what he is zn himself; bless- 
es God for his holiness» sovereignty, 
power, faithfulness, and all his perfec- 
tions; adores God, that he is what he 
is, that he is unchangeably possessed 
‘of infinite glory and happiness. Now, 
when men thus rejoice in the perfec- 
tions of God, and in the infinite ex- 
cellency of the way of salvation by 
Christ, and in the holy commands of 
God, which are a transcript of his ho- 
ly nature; these joys are divine and 
spiritual. Our joys will stand by us 





at the hour of death, if we can be thes, 
satisfied, that we have thus acted above 
self; and in a disinterested manner, if 
I may so express it, reyotced in the 
glory of the blessed God. 

I fear you are not sufficiently aware 
how much false religion there is in the 
world; many serious cliistians and 
valuable ministers are too easily im- 
posed upon by this false blaze. | 
likewise fear, you are not sensible of 
the dreadful effects and consequences 
of this false religion. Let me tell you, 
it is the devil transformed into an an- 
gel of light; itis a fiend of hell, that 
always springs up with every revival 
of religion, andstabs and murders the 
cause of God, while it passes current 
with multitudes of well meaning peo- 
ple for the height ef religion. 

Set yourself, my brother, to crush 
all appearances of this nature, among 
the Indians, and never encourage any 
degrees of heat without light. Charge 
my pebple, in the name of their dying 
minister, yea, in the name of Him who 
was dead and is alive, to live and walk 
as becomes the gospel. ‘Tell them, 
how great the expectations of God and 
his people are from them, and how 
awfully they will wound God’s cause, 
if they fall into vice; as well as fatally 
prejudice other poor Indians. Al- 
ways insist, that their experiences are 
rotten, that their joys are delusive, al- 
though they may have been rapt up 
into the third heavens in their own 
conceit by them, unless the main tenor 
of their lives be spiritual, watchful, 
and holy. In pressing these things, 
“thou shalt both save thyself and those 
that hear thee.” 

God knows, I was heartily willing 
to have served him longer in the work 
of the ministry, although it had still 
been attended with all the labours and 
hardships of past years, if he had seen 
fit that it should be so: but as his will 
now appears otherwise, I am fully 
content, and can with the utmost free- 
dom say, “The will of the Lord be 
done.” It affects me, to think of 
leaving you in a world of sin; my 
heart pities you, that those storms and 
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iempests are yet before you, 
which I trust, through grace, [ am al- | 
most delivered. But “God lives, and | 
blessed be my Reck;” he is the same 
Almighty Friend; and will, I trust, be 
your guide and helper, as he has bee D || 
mine. 
And now, my dear brother, “i com- 
mend you to God and to the v vord of | 
his grace, which is able to build you | 


up, and give you iaheritance among |, 


all them that are sanctified. May } you |; 
enjoy the divine presence, both in pri- | 

vate and public; and may “the arms of | 
your bands be made strong, by the 
right hand of the mighty God of Ja- 
cob!” Which are the passionate de- 
sires and prayers ‘of 

Your afiectionate dying mages; 


~ 
Davin BRAINERD. |, 
¢! 
For the Utica Christian Repository. { 


BRAINERD ON TRUE AND FALSE RELIGION. 


Beside what has been-already rela- 


ted of Brainerd’s sentinrents in his dy- | 


ing state concerning true and false re- | 
ligion, we have his ‘deliberate and:sol-, 
emn thoughts on this subject in his Pre- | 


| 
face to Mr. Shepherd’s Diary, be- \ 
fore mentioned, which, when he wrote | 
{ 


it, he supposed to be, as it proved, one | 
of the last things he should ever write. | 
I shall here insert a part of that pre-| 
face, as follows: 

“How much stress is laid by many 
upon some things as being effects and | 
evidences of exalted degrees of religion, 
when they are so far from being of 
any importance in it, that they are re- 
ally trreligious, a mixture of self-love, 
imagination, and spiritual pride, or 
perhaps the influence of Satan trans- | 
formed into an angel of light; I say, | 
how much stress is laid on these things | 
by many, I shall net determine: but it 
is much to be feared, that while God || 
was carrying on a glorious work of 
grace, and undoubtedly gathering a 
harvest of souls to himself, which we 
Should always remember with thank 
fulness, numbers of others have at the 


a 


corrupt hearts. 


ot 








mW 


from same time, been fatally deluded by 


the devices of the devil, and their own 
It is to be feared, that 
| the conversions of some have no bet- 
ter foundation than this; to wit, that af- 
ter they nave been under some concern 
for their souls for a while, and it may 
be, manifested some very great and 
uncommon distress and agonies, they 
have on a sudden imagined th: ‘ they 
suo Christ, in some posture or other, 
| perbaps on ihe cross, bleeding and dy- 
ing for their sins; or it may be, smi- 
ling on them, and thereby signifying 
his love to Secage: and that these, ancl 
he like t , though mere imagina- 
tions, which iy nothing spiritual i in 
them, have instantly removed all their 
fear$ and distresses, filled them with 
preg of JOY, and made them ima- 
gine, that they loved Christ with all 
‘helt | hearts; when the bottom of ail 
was nothing but sedf-dove. For when 


| ed res 
| ‘they imagined that Christ had been 
Extracted from Edwards’ ,Refleg-\| "> ; 
|, $0 good to them as to save them, and 
tions on the hfe of Brainerd. oe pling | 
| as it were to single them out of all the 


| world, they could not but feel some 


kind of natural gratitude to him; ai- 
'though they never had any spiritual 
view of his divine glory, excellency, 
and beauty, and consequently never 
had any love to him for himselj.* 
Others, having had a passage, or per- 
haps many passages of scripture, 
brought te their minds with power, as 
they express it, such as that, “Son, be 
ef good cheer, thy sings are forgiven 
thee,” and the likes have immediately 
applied these passages to themselves, 

snpposing that God hereby manifeste: d 


— 








* Query. Since visions and impressions of 
the imagination have been more discredited, is if 
not probable that a similar effect is often produ- 


“eed by ihe manner in which some incautious 
“nreachers offer Christ to awakened sinners, in 


the light of a kind friend, who wishes to deliver 
them from hell, if they will only consent to be 
delivered; without clearly bringing into view, at 
the same time, the self denying temper of mind 
which they must possess, in order to be Christ’s 
disciples and en} joy the benefits offered? Do not 
sinners, in these circumstances, often think 
| they submit to Christ, or consent to be saved, 
and thereupon obtain comfort, when in tact they 
have never truly denied self, or had any thing 
else in view but to secure their own happiness? 
And is not this what many wish for, and cali 
preaching Christ? Transcriber. 
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his peculiar favour to them, as if men- 
tioned by name; never considering, 
that they are now giving heed to new 
revelations, there being no such thing 
revealed in the word of God, as that 
this or that particular person has, or 
ever shall have his sins forgiven; nor 
yet remembering, that Satan can, with 
a great deal of seeming pertinency, 
and perhaps also with considerable 
power, bring scripture to the minds of 
men, as he did to Christ himself. 
Thus these persons rejoice in having 
a passage of scripture suddenly sug- 
gested to them, or impressed upon 
their minds, supposing they are now 
the children of God; just as the others 
did in their imaginary views of Christ. 
Some speak of seeing a great ght 
which filled all the place where they 
were, and dispelled all their darkness, 
fears, and distresses, and almost rav- 
ished their souls. While others have 
had it warmly suggested to their minds, 
not by any passage of scripture, but as 
it were by a whisper or voice from 
heaven, that “God loves them, that 
Christ is theirs,” &c. which groundless 
imaginations and suggestions of Satan 
have had the same effect upon them, 
that the delusions before mentioned 


- had on the others. 


“Asis the conversion of this sort of 
persons, so are their after experiences: 
the whole being built upon imagina- 
tion, strong. ¢mpresszons, and sudden 
suggestions ‘made to their minds; 
whence they aré usually extremely 
confident, as if immediately informed 
from God, not only of the goodness of 
their own state, but of their infallible 
knowledge, and absolute certainty, of 
the truth of every thing to which they 
pretend, under the notton of religions 
and thus all reasoning with some of 
them is utterly excluded. 

‘But it is remarkable of these, that 
they are extremely deficient in true 
poverty of spirit, a sense of exceeding 
vileness in themselves, such as fre- 
quently makes truly gracious souls to 
groan, being burdened; as also in 
mieekness, love, gentleness towards 
mankind, and tenderness of conscience 


in their ordinary afiairs and deaiing« 
in the world. It is rare to see them 
deeply concerned about the principles 
and ends of their actions, and under 

fears lest they should not eye the glo- 
ry of God chiefly, but live to them- 
selves; or this at least is the case in 
their ordinary conduct, whether civil 
or religious. But if any one of their 
particular notions, which their zeal has 
espoused, be attacked, they are then so 
conscientious, they must burn, if cal- 
led to it, for its defence. At the same 
time while they are so extremely defi- 
cient in these precious divine tempers, 
which have been mentioned, they are 
usually full ofzeal, concern,and ferven- 
cy in thethings of religion,and often dis- 
course of them with much warmth and 
engagedness: and to those who do not 
know, or do not consider, wherein the 
essence of true religion consists, to wit, 


Christ, not in point of zeal and fer- 
vency only, but in all divine tempers 
and practices, they often appear like 
the best of men.” 

Having given this extract from 
Brainerd, President Edwards adds: 

‘It is common with this sort of peo- 
ple to say, that “God is among them, 
that his Spirit accompanies their ex- 
hortations, and other administrations, 
and that they are sealed by the Holy 
Ghost, in the remarkable success 
which they have, in the great affections 
which are stirred up in God’s people,” 
&c. and to insinuate, on the contrary, 
that “he is not with their opponents; 
and particularly “that God has forsa- 
ken the standing ministry; that the 


time is come, when it is the will of 


God that they should be put down, 
and that God’s people should forsake 
them; and that no more success is to 
be expected to attend their adminis- 
trations.” But where can they find 


an instance, among all their most fia- 
ming exhorters, who has been sealed 
with so incontestible and wonderful 
success of his labours, as Brainerd, 
not only in quickening and comforting 
(sod’s children, but also in a work of 
conviction and conversion. which thes 


in being conformed to the image of 
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own has in a great measure ceased for province, ( Massachusetts, ) where there 
a long time among themselves,+ with || has been very much of this sort of re- 
a most visible and astonishing mani- || ligion, and at a time when it greatly 
festation of God’s powerr ‘This too || prevailed. He had conversed and 
was on subjects, who were extremely || disputed with multitudes of this sort of 
unprepared, and who had been brought || people in various parts, as he told me; 
up and lived, some of them to old age, || and had seen somewhat of the same 
in the deepest prejudices against the |} appearances in some of the Indians, to 
very first principles of christianity; || whom he had preached; and had op- 
and yet we find the divine power ac- F ceesiia to see the beginning and 
companying his labours, producing the || endof them. Besides, Brainerd could 
most remarkable and abiding change, || speak more feelingly concerning these 
turning the wilderness into a fruitful || things, because there was once a time 
field, and causing that whict i when he was drawn away into an es- 
desert indeed to bud and blossom as |} teem of them, and for a short season 
the rose? And this, although he was || had united himself to this kind of peo- 
not only one of their greatest oppe- || ple and, partook, i in some respects, of 
nents in their errors, but @lso one of | their spirit and behaviour.”? 

those whom they call the standing min- | > 2000 

ae even abhorring the practice ON MAKING DISTINCTIONS IN RELI- 

| 











sf those who give out that they ought GIOUS EXPERIENCE. 


to be renounced and separated from. || F'-om Edward’s Reflections on the life 
“it cannot be pretended by these of Brainerd. 

men, that Brainerd condemned their The history of Brainerd may help 

oltat ‘ely bec: «poll 9 

religion merely because Be was noti/., 14 make distinctions among the 


acquamted with thent ane had - high religious affections and remarka- 
opportunity for full observation of me : 


nature, operation, and tendency of | 
their experiences; for he had abun- 
dant and peculiar opportunities of such | 


) e o . . . 
observation and acquaintance. He ‘| tinctions in theory, invented to save 
lived through the late extraordinary 


time of religious commotion, and saw om area! preten Seer ye 

5 ; | ligion, and what is called the experi- 
the beginning and end, the good and | | ence of the operations of the Spirit; but 
the bad, of it. He had sacar ale '| distinctions which do actually take 
ry see the various operations and e place in the course of eyentsyand have 
ects which were w rought i in this'sea-||, eal and eviiee ettadation in fact. 
son, more extensively than any per- Many do and will confound things, 


son whom I know. His native place blend all together, and say, “It is all 
was near the centre of Connecticuts || 1:16. it is all of the same sort.” So 
3 c ° 


and he was much conversant in all, 
parts of that colony. He was conver ers amp mchy who say concerning 
the’religion most generally prevailing 


a in oo ee it, ae among Separatists,t and the aflec- 
‘eligion which he condemne tions which they manifest: “It is the 


1 . r . 

ti : ig 7 ae or same that was all over the land seven 
rsant with the zeatous peeple on years ago.” And some who have 

Long Island, from one end of the isl- 


and to the other; and’ also in New a 7 
; : Is | Whitfield, and other itimerant preachers, du- 


Jersey, and Pennsylvamaj, with people ring the great revival in New England, separated 

of various nations. He had special themselves from those who were less zealous, 

6pportunities in some places in this set up distinct churches. ‘These were cal- 

ed Separates, in distinctior from the old church- 

aes ee es, which were called the Standing Order. 

a a written some years — the great |} "The churches of the Separates, it is ~ believed, 

ival in New England had terminate have run down, and chiefly become extinct. 
Transeriber, Tramscriber. 


| persons, in a time of great awakening, 
and revival of religion; and may con- 
vince us, that there are not only dis- 

















ble impressions made on the minds of 


{ Many of the more zealous admirers of 
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distinctions in Religious Experience. 


vead Brainerd’s Journal giving an ac- | periences are of the same sort; anu 


count of the extraordinary things | 
which have come to pass among the 
Indians in New Jersey, si ‘Ys “It is ev- 
idently the same thing which appeared | 
in many places among the English, 
which has now proved nought, and 
come to what is worse than nothing.” 
The only reason which they have thus 
to determine all to be the same work, 
and the same spirit, is, that the one 
manifested high affections, and so do 
the other; that the great affections of 
the one had some influence on their 
bodies, and so have the other; that the 
one use the terms conviction, conver- 
sion, humiliation, coming to Christ, 
discoverics, experiences, ¥C. and iso 
do the other; that the impressions of 
the one are aitended with a*great deal 
of zeal, and so it is with the the other; 
that the aflections of the one dispose 
them to speak much about things of 
relicion, and so do the other: and that 
the one delight much in religious meet- 
ings, and so do the other. The 
agreement which appears in these, and 
similar things, makes them conclude 
that surely all is alike, all is the same 
work. Whereas, on a closer inspec- 
tion and more critical examination, it 
would appear, that notwithstanding an 
agreement in such circumstances, ‘yet, 


indeed, there is a vast difference, boti 


in essence and fruits. {3 A con- 
siderable part of the religious opera- 
ions that Were Sia or seven years azo, 
especially towards the latier part of 
that extraordinary season, was doubt- 
less of the same sort with the religion 
of the Separatists; but Nov ALL: there 
were many w hose experiences were 
like Bratnerd’s, in a judgment of 
charity, genuine and incontestible.” 






Not only do the opposers of all reli- i 


gion which consists in powerful ope- 
rations and affections, thus confound | 
things; but many of the pretender s to | 
such religion do the same. They | 
who have been the subjects of some 
sort of vehement, but vain operations 
on their minds, when they hear the || 
experiences of some real and eminent 
christians related, 


} 

7 . 

| the agreement is only in some general 
| 

| 

| 


Ee = 


| that they are just like the experiences 
of eminent christians in former times, 
of which we have printed accounts. 
So, I doubt not, but that there are ma- 
ny deluded people, who reading the 
| preceding account of Brainerd’s life, 
| without much understanding or care- 
| ful observation, would say without 

hesitation, that some things which they 

have met with are of the very same 
_kind with what he expresses; when 


circumstances, “or some particular 
things which are superficial, and be- 
longing as it were to the profession 
and outside of religion; but the inward 
temper of mind, and the fruits in prac- 
tice, are aS Opposite and distant as east 
and west. 

Many honest, good people also, and 
true christians, do not very well know 
how to make a difference. ‘The glis- 
tering appearance of false religion 
dazzles their eyes; and they some- 


‘times are so deluded by it, that they 


look on some of. thesé impressions, 
which hypocrites tell of, as the bright- 
est experiences. Kad though they 


selves, they think it is because they are 
vastly lower in attainments, and bui 
babes in comparison of these flaming 
christians. Yea,sometimes from their 
differing so much from those who 
make so great a show, they doubt 
whether they have any grace at all. 
And it is a hard thing, to bring many 
wel] meaning people 1 to make proper 


have experienced no such things them- 


|, distinctions in this case; and especially 


1] 


| 
Y : , 
: to maintain and stand by them. 


ee ae 


Through a certain weakness, under 
which “they unhappily labour, they 

liable to be overcome with the 
ot, ire of outward appearances. Thus, 
if in a sedatéjhour, they are by rea- 
soning brought to allow such and such 
distinctions, wet the next time they 
come in the, way of the great show of 


| false religion, the dazzling appearance 


sav, that their ex- | 





| swallows them up, and _ are car- 
ried away. ‘U’hus the devil by his cun- 
ning artifices, ensny dazzles the sight 
of men, and puts them beyond a capa- 
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city of a proper exercise of considera- {| our of christianity, 
tion, or hearkening to the dictates of 


calm thought, and cool understanding. 


When they perceive the great affection, 


earnest talk, strong voice, assured | 
looks, vast confidence, and bold asser- 
tions, of these empty, assuming pre- 
tenders, they are over borne, lose the 
possession of their judginent, t, and say, 
“Surely, these men are in the night; 
God is with them of a truth;” and so 
they are carried away, not with light || 
and reason, but, like children, as it 
were with a strong wind. 

This confounding of all things to- 
gether, which haveta fatr show, 1s bat 
acting the part of a child, who going 
into a shop, where a varigly> of wares 


are exposed to sale, all of%a ‘shining | 


S 
appearance; vessels of gold and silver; 


diamonds and other precious stones; 
toys of little value, which age of some 
base metal, gilts glass polished ‘and 
painted with some curious colours, or 
cut like diamonds, &c. should esteem 
all alike, and give as great a price for 
the vile-as for the precious, Or it is | 
like the conduct -of some unskilful, 
rash person, who, finding himself de- 
ceived by some of the wares which he |; 
had bought at that shop, should ‘at 
once conclude that all which he there 
saw was of no value; and pursuant to 
such a conelnsion, when afterwards he 
has true gold and diamonds offered him, 
enough to enrich him and. enable him 
tolive like a prince all his days, he 
should throw it allinto the.sea. 

But we must get into another way. 
The want of distinguishing in things 
which appertain to ¢xperimental reli- 
gion, is one of the chief miseries of the 
professing world. It is attended with 
very many most dismal consequences; 
multitudes of souls are fatally deluded 
about themselves, andgj@Reir own state; 
and thus are eternally umdone. Hy- 
pocrites are confir d #i*their delu- 
sions, and exc eedingly p 


pride; 







many sincere 







and hurt of their 
| own souls. Some of the most dan- 
| gerous and pernicious enemies of reli- 
| gion in the world, (though calied 
bright christians, ) are encouraged 
/and honoured, who ought to be dis- 
| countenanced oa shunned by every 
| body; and prejudices are begotten and 
| confirmed in vast multitudes, against 
| @ 
| 





very thing in which the powcr and 
| ESSENCE of ¢ codliness consists; and in 
| the end, Deism and Atheism are pro- 
| moted, 


| 
} 
li b 





HUMILITY, 
| L was, always exceedingly pleased 
with that saying of C brysostom, “The 
: ‘ 
Ig 







t ( in of our philosophy is humil- 
“ande yet thore pleased with that 
| of A ugustine, “As, says he, the rheto- 
re bein® asked, what was the first 
thing in the rules of eloquence, he an- 
| swered pronunciation; what was the 
| second, pronunciation; what was the 
third, stilf he answered Srenunciation. 
So if you shall ask me concerning the 
| precepts of the christian religion, I 
‘would answer, firstly, secondly, and 
‘thirdly, and forever, humility.” 
Calvin’ s Institites. 
2I60e> 
From the Con. Ev. Mag. 
THE TERRORS OF THE LORD. 


In his second epistle to the church 
at Corinth, Paul writeSaeKnowing 
therefore the terror OA Lord, we 
persuade men.” ‘This is a direct in- 
ference from what the apostle had 
said inthe foregoing verses. In these 
verses, he had been describing the 
present state and future prospects of 
christians. He represents them, 
while in the body, as burdened and 
groaning under the evils and calami- 
ties of the present imperfect state; and 
yet supported and comforted, by the 
future and invisible objects of faith. 
He brings into view their happy and 
‘glorious change at death, and their 
| still more happy and clorious condi- 
‘tien, at the resurrection of the body, 
and the general judgment. From 
these sources of jov and blessedness 








ae up with | 
istians are 


Grentifulty perplexed, darkened, tempt- 
ed, and drawn aside from the way of 


duty; and sometimes sadly tainted 
with false religion,to the great dishon- | 
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200 ihe Lerrors of the Lord. 


to the righteous, he infers the terror |} 
of the Lord to the wicked. And he 
plainly intimates, that he and the oth- 
er apostles, in preaching the gospel, 
made use of the terrors contained | posed in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
therein, as motives. to persuade sin- | Phese, and many other passages in 
ners to embrace it. Hence results |) the New Testament, plainly teach the 


resents God as choosing a_ certain 
pumber of mankind to eternal Iile, 
and as creating all things according 
to his eternal purpose, which he pur- 











this general observation: doctrine of God’s eternal decrees, 

‘Those who teach the gospel, ought 
to exhibit the terrors of the Lord to 
sinners, 

‘T’o illustrate this observation, it is 
observed, 

First, That the gospel contains the 
terrors of the Lord. Lt 

By the gospel, we are to understand 
the revelation, which God has made 
of himself, in his word, and mor 
pecially in the N@w « estament. 1 
Some have supposed there is a wide || bleness, tor shadow of turning; that 
difference between the OfdTestament + his cousfcil shall stand, and he will do 
and New, in point of terror, ‘They || gli hig: pleasure. ¢ Ta Smmediate con- 
have considered the New Testament’ ¥fon with this, | may observe, 
under fhe appellation of gospel, and 2. That thegospel represents God, 


all future events, respecting every cre- 
ated being in the universe. ‘The gos- 
pel more fully and clearly exhibits the 


God, than the begal dispensation ever 
did’ And whenever this idea of God 
is impressed dpon the minds of sinners, 
it never fails toeproduce terror. It is 
‘indeed, a ngost solemn and interesting 
i titith, thaw#fwith God there is no varie- 
















the Old ‘Pestament under the appella- |} not only as decreeing all things, but as 
tion of law; and repyesented ‘the law || constantly and irresisfibly carrying his 
as full of terror, but the gospel as: full || decrees into execufion, T’he: apostle 
of mercy and mildness. | ‘There séems || expressly declares, that “he worketh 
to be no foundatiom for “this distinc- || all thipgs after the counsel of his own 
tion between the tgue spirit and im-|| wilh” He acts in every instance, in 
port of the law a gospel. I shall, || th® works of creation, providence and 
however, now coffine myself chiefly || grace, exactly as he intended to act, 
to the terrors.of the Lord, which are || from the early days of eternity. His 
contained in‘ the gospel, strictly so || agengy is concerned in every motion 
called. This leads:me to observe, of anaturalebody, and in every action 
atthe gospel represents God || of aaforal agent. _ All his creatures 
as ordaimilig, decreeing, determining, and move, as well ‘as have their 






li-events from. eternity; || being in him. Qe works in all intel- 
which is a terfible idea to sinners, || ligent ereatures, both to will and to do 
‘There are many passages in the New-||'of his geod pleasure. He eatises thie 
Testament, which clearly. represent jpearth to moves iG sun to rise, the rain 
God as decreeing, or fore-ordaining all || to fall, the wind to blow, and every 
events. The apostle James declated || creature to act, in perfect correspon- 
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before the ecclesiastical council at Je- dence’ to his original and eternal de- 
rusalem, that “known unto God are 
all his works from the beginning of 
the world.” Paul, in his discourse 


sign. His agency is not only constant 
and universal @jpt irresistible. There 


is none whocab stay his band, or con- 







before the learned heathen at Athens, || trol, or obst ngpprerstions, wheth- 
asserted, that “God hath made-of one |} er he acts nm 0 without the instru- 
blood all nations of men for to dwell || mentality ofSeeond causes. This is 
on all the face of the earth, and hath || a trait of the divirle character, which 
determined the times before appointed || is full of terror to all the enemies of 
and the bounds of their habitation.” |} God. 

Fn his epistle to the Ephesians, he rep- ! 3. The gospel represents God as a 


which absolutely fix the certainty of 


eternalyand immutable purposes of 
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sovereign in all the dispensations of {| mercy, which he had afore prepared 


his grace; which to the graceless is a | 
most terrible and fearful truth. Christ 
and his apostles say much concerning | 
the sovereignty of Ged, forming the 
vessels of mercy and vessels of wrath. 








After Christ had been preaching abun- | 
dantly and powerfully tothe inhabitants | 


of Chorazin and Bethsaida,who resist- 


ed and rejected the gospel,“ At that tithe | 


Jesus said, I thank theé O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, because 
thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent,-atid hast-revealed 
them unto babes. Exven-So,. Father, 
for so it seemed goad’ in ‘thy sight.” 
Paul insists largely upon thegdoctrine 
of divine sovereignty: in the dispensa- 
tions of grace, in the ninth chapter of 
his epistle to the saints at Rome, and 
illustrates it beth from scripture and 
reason.. Having introduced the case 
of Jacob and Esau, he proceeds to ask, 
“What shall we say then? Is there un- 
righteousness with God? God forbid. 
For he saith to Moses, I will have mer- 
cy on whom‘f: will have mercy, and I 
will have conypassion.on whom I will 
have compassion.* So then it is not of 
him that willeth, nor of him that run- 
neth, but of God that showeth mercy.. 
For the scripture saith unto ‘Pharaoh, 
Even for this same purpose’ have | 
raised thee up, that 1 might show my 
power in thee, and that. my name 
might be dectared. throughout all the 
earth. . Thereforé hath he mercy on 
whom he ‘will have.merey and whom 
he will he hardeneth.. Thou wilt then 
say unig Why doth he yet find 
fault? 

Nay, but O nian, Who art thou, that: 
repliest against God? Shall the thing 
formed say to him that formed. it; 
Why hast thou made me thus? Hath 
not the potter power over the clay of 
the same lump to make one vessel unto 
honour and another, unto dishonour? 
What if God, willing,to show his 
wrath and make his power known, 
endured with much long suffering the 
vessels of wrath fitted. to destruction; 


and that he might make known the, 


riches of his glory on th vessels of 


























Hrethren, 






For who hathypeaiited his will? 


untoglory?” The apostle conveys the 
same sentiment in the eleventh chap- 
ter. “Whatthen? Israel hath not ob- 
tained that which he seeketh for; but 
the election hath obtained it, and the 
rest were blinded.” God gives and 
denies his special grace, when, and 
where, and to whom he pleases. He 
neither consulis his creatures in dis- 
pensing his grace, nor even regards 
what they would esteem wisest and 


| best, in forming the characters of men 


and fitting them for their final condi- 
tion. He leaves those,whom the world 
would say were the most proper to be 
takengvand he takes those whom the 
world-wouldssay were the most prop- 
er to beleft. fe the apostle intimates 
to christiays? “Ye see your calling, 
Ow that not many wise 
men after the flesh, not many mighty, 
not many noble are talled#* But God 
hath cfiosen the foolish’ things ‘of the 


world to confound the wise; and God 


hath .thoseri_ the weak*things-of ‘the 
world’to’ confound the mgt that 
no'flesh should glory in his’ présence.” 
Such divine sovereignty in fitting men 
for their future and final state, is one of 
the terrible attributes of the Deity to 
sinners. a3 

4.-The gospel ‘represents God as 
highly displeased with sinners, which 
renders hii terrible in their view. The 
apostle says, “The wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against all the 
ungodliness and_ unrighteousness of 
men.” And againiit issaid, “He that 
believeth-on the Son hath everlasting 
ife; atid he that believeth not the Son 


‘shall not see life, but the wrath of God 


abideth on him.” 


God is angry with 


‘the wicked every day, and every mo- 


ment. His hatred of sin is equal to 
his love of holiness, and his aversion 
to sinners is equal to his hatred of sin. 
He is infinitely pleased with holiness, 
and therefore infinitely displeased with 
sin. His displeasure is more terrible 
to sinners, than the displeasure of any 
other, or all other beings, because it is 
armed with omnipotence. Hence 
‘says our Saviour, “lear not them who 
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kill the body, and are not able to kill || into everlasting punishment, but tlic, 


the soul: but rather fear him who is 
able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell.” The vindictive justice 
of God is one of his most amiable 
and awful attributes, and spreads ter- 
ror over all his other perfections to his 
enemies. Besides, 

5. The gospel represents God as 
the supreme and final judge, who is 


determined to call all his intelligent | 


creatures to an account, and to reward 
and punish them according to their 
works. In this view God is clothed 
with infinite majesty and terror; or in 
this, the terror of the Lord summarily 
consists. So the apostle argues in 
writing to the saints at Corinth. Havy- 
ing said, “We must afl.appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, that every 
one may receive the things done in 
his body, according to ‘that he hath 
done, whether it be good. or bad,” he 
draws this inference, ‘Knowing there- 
fore,the terror of the Lord, we per- 
suade men.” It is the gospel that has 
brought life and immortality to light, 
and clearly revealed the resurrection 
of the body, the general judgment and 
eternal rewards and. punishments. 
These were the subjéets on’ which 
Christ dwelt most frequently and large- 
ly, invall his preaching. At one time 


_ he said to sinners, “Ye serpents, ye 


séneration of vipers, how can ye es- 
cape the damnation of hellr” . At 
another time he said, “The hour is 
coming, when the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and ,shall 
come forth, they that have done good 
to the resurrection of life; and they 
that have done evil to the resurrection 
of damnation.” In the parable of the 
fishes taken in a net, in the parable of 
the tares and of the wheat, and the 
parable ofthe rich man and Lazarus,be 
taught the final separation ofthe wicked 
trom the righteous, and their infinitely 
diilerent condition in the future worid. 
And in the twenty-fifth chapter of Mat- 
ihew’s gospel, he describes the pro- 
cess of the great and last day, and in 
the conclusion of the description de- 
clares, that the wicked shall go away 


| 


righteous into life eternal. Paul, in 
his discourse to the Athenians, preach- 
ed the doctrine of the resurrection and 
general judgment. After drawing the 
true character of God, he goes on to 
say, that “he now commandeth ail 
men every where to repent; because 
hehath appointed a day in the which 
he will judge the world in righteous- 
ness by that man whom he hath or- 
dained, whereof he hath given assu- 
rance unto all. men in that he 
raised him from the dead.” Speak- 
ing of the enemies of christians, he 
says, “Seeing it is a righteous thing 
with Ged to recompense tribulation 
unto them that trouble you; and to 
you, who are troubied, rest with us. 
when the Lord Jesus shall be revea!. 
ed from heaven with his mighty an- 
gels in flaming fire, taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall be punished with everlast- 


ing destruction from the presence of 


the Lord, and from the glory of his 
power.” Again, speaking of the ter- 
rors of the Lord under the gospel, he 
says, “If we sifi willfully after that we 
have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there remaineth ne more sacri- 
fice for sin, but a certain fearful look- 
ing for of judgment and fiery indigna- 
tion, which shall devour the adversa- 
ries, He that despised Moses’ law, 
‘died without mercy under two or three 
witnesses: of how much sorer pun- 
ishment, suppose “ye, shall. he be ac- 
counted worthy, who hath trodden un- 
der foot the Sqn of God, and hath 
counted the blood of the covenant 
wherewith he was sanctified an unho- 
ly thing, and hath done despite to the 
spirit of grace? For we know him that 
hath said, vengeance is mine, I will 
recompense saith the Lord.” And 
again, “The Lord shall judge his peo- 
ple. It is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of. the living God.” Thus 
it appears, that the gospel does con- 
tain the terrors of the Lord, and dis- 
plays those things in the character 
and conduct of God, which are infi- 
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uitely solemn and terrible to sinners, 
who are the objects of his wrath, and 
exposed to feel the awful effects of it 
for ever. TU now proceed to show, 
Those, who teach men, ought to 
exhibit the terrors of the Lord in 
preaching the gospel to sinners. 
seems, at first view, as though there | 
could be no occasion of proving, or 
even illustrating this point, which ap- 
pears to carry its own evidence with " 


posed to question the propriety and 
importance of preaching the ter- 
rors of the Lord, under the gospel. 

There may be indeed a great impro- 








209 


or their own obligations to embrace it. 
Hence teachers are as much bound in 
duty to display the terrors of the Lord, 
as they are to preach the gospel itselt. 
If they omit to hold up the terrors of 
| the Lord in their instruction, they han- 


It || dle the word of God deceitfully, and 


neglect to declare his whole counsel. 
| They give a false view of God, of 


| Christ, and of the whole scheme of 


| redemption. 
itt But we know that many are dis- || 


Teachers ought to exhibit the ter- 
rors of the Lord, because this is the 
way in which the prophets, Christ, 
and the apostles, preached to sinners. 
Search the scriptures,and there the rea- 


priety in the manner of preaching the i der will find, that all the inspired teach- 


terrors of the Lord; and undoubtedly | 


ers eaiiibited the terrors of the Lord, in 


some preachers do, in, pretending to | language thé most plain, pathetic, and 


preach the terrors of the Lord, use 
very improper expressions, and even 
gestures, and actually preach their 
own terrors, instead of the terrors of 
the Lord. But it will appear from 
one or two plain observations, that - 
is not only atruth, buta very aoerest- | | 
ing one, that ministers ought to preach | 
the terrors of the Lord to sinners. | 
It is impossible to preach the gos- 
pel fully and plainly te sinners, with- 
out exhibiting the terrors of the Lord. 
These are contained, as we have seen, 
in the gospel. And since they are 
contained in it, they must be preach- 
ed, when the gospel is preached. But 
it is not only true, that the terrors of 
the Lord are contained in the gospel, 
but also that the whole gospel is con- 
nected with these truths. Those at- 
tributes “and prerogatives in God, 
which are the most terrible, are the 
very things which rendered the gospel 
absolutely necessary for the salvation 
of sinners. There is nothing more 
terrible in the character of God, than 
his perfect holiness, rectitude, and vin- 
dictive justice. And these divine at- 
tributes rendered the atonement of 
Christ, and the whole scheme of sal- 
vation, absolutely necessary for the 
deliverance of sinful men. And un- 
less these terrible attributes of God are 
exhibited, it is impossible that sinners 
should see the necessity of the gospel, 





| their weight and solemnity. 


solemn. Let him read the descrip- 
tions which Moses, Solomon, David, 
Isaiah, and Habakkuk haye given of 
the only living and trueGod; and he 
must be convinced, that they exhibii- 
ed the terrors of the Lord, in a man- 
ner extremely plain and awful. Let 
him read the description which Christ 
and the apostles give of the character, 
the purposes, the agency, the sove- 
reignty, and final judgment of God, 
respecting the whole intelligent crea- 
tion, and he must believe, that they 
taught the terrors of the’ Liord, in all 
ese 
divine teachers have set an example, 
which all the ministers of the gospel 
and parents ought to fellow, in in- 
structing sinful, perishin creatures. 
But this will more ciearly appear, 
if we consider, further, that the terrors 
of the Lord are the most powerful mo- 
tives to lead sinners to escape the 
wrath to come and lay hold on eter- 
nal life. It was this, which induced 
the apostles to exhibit the terrors of 
the Lord before the minds of sinners. 
“Knowing, therefore, the terror of the 
Lord, we persuade men.” Sinners 
are so well satisfied with the happi- 
ness of this world, that they have no 
disposition to renounce it for the hap- 
piness of heaven. Hence the mo- 
tives drawn from the glory and bless- 


ledness of a future and eternal state. 
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have but very little influence upon 
their minds to seek the kingdom of 
heaven. It is not the gracious invita- 
tions of the gospel that will turn their 
attention from the world and the things 
ofthe world. This our Saviour taught 
by the parable of the gospel feast. 
Those who were invited made light 
of it, and stupidly pursued their world- 
ly objects. And this has been veri- 
fied wherever the gospel has been 
preached. Not the mercies of God, 
but the terrors of the Lord, have al- 
ways had the most influence to awa- 
ken men from their security, and rouse 
them to attend to the things of their 
everlasting peace. | 

Dr. Watts observes, that he never 
knew but one instance of a sinner’s 
being awakened, by any other consid- 
eration than terror. While sinners 
see and attend to nothing in God, 
but his boundless love and grace, they 
feel very safe, and refer the concerns 
of their souls to a more convenient 
season. — But when they are constrain- 
ed to see and contemplate God in all 
the majesty of his sovereignty, and 
vindictive justice, they cannot bat 
fear before him. It was while Paul 


' exhibited the terrors of the Lord be- 


fore Felix, that he trembled. It was 
while Peter displayed the terrors of 
theLord before the crucifiers of Christ, 
that they were pricked in the heart, 
and cried out in distress and anxiety, 
What must we do? It was nothing but 
the ‘terror of the Lord that awakened 
the jailer, and constrained him to seek 
for mercy. ‘The terrors of the Lord 
are proper and most powerful mo- 
tives to persuade sinners to become 
reconciled to God, and embrace the 
only hope set before them in the gos- 
pel. L. S. 
006 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 


STILITY OF EXHIBITING THE WHOLE 


COUNSEL OF GOD. 


The apostle Paul may be justly rank- 
ed among the most faithful and suc- 
cessful preachers of the gospel of Je- 
sf#s Ghrist. Warieus causes without 


Utility of exhibiting the whole Counsel of God. 


| tures which have ever existed. 


doubt contributed to his success, bu; 
one of the most important and _per- 
haps the least neticed by historians 
and divines, was his preaching under 
the united weight and influence of the 
whole ofthe divine system. His learn- 
ing,prudence, eloquence and reasoning 
powers, would not have made him sucha 
profitable and successful preacher, had 
he not reasoned upon the most impor- 
tant and weighty truths. Nor would 
these truths have appeared so impor- 
tant and produced such astonishing 
effects, had not the apostle made every 
truth appear in its connexion with 
God’s chief end in his works. This 
enabled him to say to the church at 
Ephesus, that he had kept back noth- 
ing that was profitable, that he was 
pure from the blood of all men, be- 
cause he had not shunned to declare 
unto them adl the counsel of God. 
The whole counsel of! God may be 
said to: include all the fundamental 
truths respecting his own character, 
purposes and conduct, and respecting 
the character, obligations, and condi- 
tion of all creatures in every period of 
their existence... It includes not only 
the ultimate end of God in his works, 
but all the means by which that end is 
promoted. Our only means of infor- 
mation respecting the counsel of God, 
is derived from his word and works. 
From these sources of light, it appears 
that God is a being of infinite know- 
ledge, power and goodness. His 
counsel therefore must be the result of 
these perfections. His pure, perma- 
nent, universal and infinite goodness, 
constitutes his moral perfection. His 
goodness bears proportion to all his 
other perfections, and is the glory of 
his character. ‘The most perfect exer- 
cise and gratification of his goodness, 
must therefore, be the primary object 
in the counsel of God, if he regards 
every object according to its impor- 
tance. There is no comparison be- 
tween God and creatures. There is 
infinitely more goodness in one exer- 
cise of his benevolence, than there is 
in all the holy exercises of all the ac 
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ereatures are nothing, less than nothing 
and vanity, in comparison with the 
great Jehovah. Hence it is easy to 
see that God does and ought to regard 
his own glory and blessedness, infinite- 
ly more than the holiness and happi- 
ness of all the creatures that have ever 
existed, or that ever will exist. A 
knowledge of this fact and of the na- 
ture of the divine goodness, is necessa- 
ry in order to obtain a correct and in- 
telligent view of the gospel scheme. 

Goodness in God is of the same na- 
ture as goodness in man. It consists 
ina supreme delight in holiness and 
happiness, and consequently in a pro- 
per displacency in sin and misery. It 
is a disinterested regard and pursuit of 
the best and most important objects. 
There is nothing incredible in suppo- 
sing that the greatest amount of holi- 
ness and happiness will forever require 
the existence of some sin and misery. 
The blessedness of God and all ho- 
ly beings will be derived from the 
most perfect display of all the divine 
perfections. And the divine holiness, 
sovereignty, justice and mercy, cannot 
be perfectly and for ever displayed, 
without the eternal existence of some 
sinful and miserable, as well as holy 
and happy creatures. Who can say 
that it is not desirable to have a per- 
fect display of the beauty of holiness, 
and of the evil nature and consequences 
of sin. 

Having made these preliminary re- 
marks I proceed to observe that the 
divine plan or counsel included the 
sufferings and death of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the means by which this 
event was effected. According to 
the scriptures it pleased the Father to 
bruise his Son, and put him to grief. 
This event afforded him an opportuni- 
iy, “to declare his righteousness, that 
he might be just and yet the justifier 
ofhim who believeth in Jesus.” There 
can be no doubt but what the counsel 
of God included these events, because 
an inspired apostle said expressly, 


| 


ed hands have crucified and slain.” 

The counsel of God includes his 
eternal purpose respecting the holi- 
ness and happiness of a part of the 
angels and a part of mankind for ever. 
This manifests God’s delight in holi- 
ness and happiness. According to 
the revelation of Jesus Christ, there 
will be an innumerable multitude who 
will be redeemed from this sinful 
world, and admitted to the place where 
eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, nei- 
ther haye entered the heart of man, 
the joys that are laid up for them. 
Every individual that will ever be sa- 
ved was chosen in Christ “before the 
foundation of the world, not according 
to his works, but according to God's 
own purpose.and grace, which was 
given him im Christ Jesus before the 
world began.” ‘The elect were “‘pre- 
destinated according to the purpose of 
him who worketh all things after the 
counsel of his own will;” “predestina- 
ted unto the adoption of children by Je- 
sus Christ unto himself,accerding to the 
good pleasure of his will} and accord- 
ing tothe eternal purpose which he pur- 
posed in Christ Jesus our Lord.’”” When 
the apostles turned from the Jews to 
the Gentiles it is said, “and as many. 
as were ordained to eternal life be- 
lieved.” ‘There can be no doubt but 
the doctrine of personabeelection to 
eternal life which is taught so%abun- 
dantly in the writings of the prophets, 
Jesus Christ, and the apostles, 4s a 
part of the counsel of Goa. Bi 
number of the “elect angels” and men 
among mankind, was selected in infi- 
nite wisdom andgoodness and will the 
most perfectly satisfy the benevolent 
feelings of the Lord Jesus who laid 
down his life to make atonement for 
sin. It will make the most perfect 
display of the divine mercy and the 
riches of divine grace, which infinite 
benevolence and goodnes$ can secure. 
The eternal purpose of God respect- 
ing the vessels of mercy, will never be 
broken in a single instance. “What- 


“Him being delivered by the deter- || soever the Lord doeth, 1 shall be for 


minate counsel and foreknowledge of || ever. 


God, ye have taken, and by wick- 


Nothing can be put to it, nor 


| any thing taken from it.” 
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2 Utility of exhibiting the whole Counsel of God. 


‘The counsel of God also includes || before the foundation of the world, 
his eternal purpose respecting the ves- | that we should be holy and without 


sels of wrath. If the scriptures are 
true, the doctrine of reprobation is 
true. Itis said “the Lord hath made 
all things for himself, yea even the 
wicked for the day of evil.” [tis said 
of the wicked, “But these as natural 
brute beasts, made to be taken and 
destroyed, speak evil of the things they 
understand not, and shali utterly per- 
ish in their own corruption.” ‘The 
Lord Jesus Christ is said in scripture 
to be “a stone of stumbling and a 
rock of offence, even to them which 
stumble at the word, being disobedient 
whereunto also they were appointed.” 
The number of reprobate angels and 
men was undoubtedly chosen according 
to the dictates of infinite wisdom and 
soodness. It will therefore afford 
God an opportunity of making the 
most perfect display of his holiness, 
his sovereignty, and his justice, which 
his own glory and the general good of 
the universe requires. The purpose 
of reprobation, therefore, will never 
be broken. ‘The Psalmist says, “The 
counsel of the Lord standeth for ever, 
the thoughts of his heart to all gener- 
ations.” And God says by the mouth 
of his prophet, “I am God, and there 
is none like me, declaring the end from 
the beginning; and from ancient times 
the things that are not yet done, say- 
ing my counsel shall stand, and [ will 
doakemt pleasure.” 

The counsel of God also includes 
all the means by which his universal 
purposes are secured. Nearly all the 
objections which Arminians have ur- 
ged against the divine decrees, to make 
them appear inconsistent and absurd, 
are founded upon the false notion that 
God determined the end, without de- 
termining the means by which the 
end is accomplished. But no wise 
being would ever do this. According- 
ly the scriptures assure us that the 
means are determined as well as the 
end. They assure us that the elect are 
chosen “through sanctification of the 
spirit, and belief of the truth.” “Ac- 
cording as he hath chosen us in him, 







blame before him in love.” The 
Lord Jesus told his followers, “Ye 
have not chosen me,.but I have cho- 
sen you, and ordained you that ye 
should go and bring forth fruit, and 
that your fruit should remain.” The 
means of fitting men for destruction 
were also included in the purpose of 
reprobation. We read of some who 
were appointed to “stumble at the 
word.” What then, says the apostle, 
“fsrael hath not obtained that which 
he seeketh for but the election hath 
obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 
According as it is written, God hath 
given them the spirit of slumber, eyes 
that they should not see, and ears that 
they should not hear unto this day.” 
But we have higher evidence of this 


destruction are included with the end. 
The Lord Jesus Christ actually usec 
these means with some of his hearers. 
“And he said unio them, unto you it 
is given to know the mystery of the 

| kingdom of God, but unto them that 
are without, ali these things are done 
in parables, that seeing they may see 
and not perceive, and hearing they 
may hear and not understand; lest 
at any time they should be converted, 
and their sins should be forgiven 
them.” 

The counsel of God includes his 
universal agency by which he exe- 
cutes all his eternal and benevolent 
/purposes. According to the scriptures, 
Ged works all things after the coun- 
' sel of his own will. None of the elect 
| therefore will ever be lost. They will 
all be willing to obey the divine com- 
mands in the day of God’s power. 
Even “the king s heart is in the hand 
of the Lord, and as the rivers of wa- 
iter, he turneth it whithersoever he 
will.” God says respecting his cho- 
sen people, “A new heart also I will 
give you, and a new spirit will I put 
within you, and I will cause you to 
walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep 
my judgments and dothem.” Equal- 
ly plain are the scriptures respecting 


truth than the fact that the means of 














Nei Ceca ete at 


ee ae 








a Ss Of 


“~ @& 


ee ae ae ae eS a ll 





c 





(sod’s executing his purpose of rep- 
robation. Pharaoh and his _ hosts 
were not among the number of God’s 
elect. God told Pharaoh explicitly, 
“And in very deed for this cause have 
I raised thee up, for to show in thee 
my power, and that my name may 
be declared throughout all the earth.” 
Accordingly he hardened the heart 
of Pharaoh and the hearts of the 
Egyptians. He frequently told Mo- 
ses that he would do this and that he 
had done it. The Psalmist who was 
relating the deliverance of Israel from 
the Egyptians, was also inspired to |} 
say, “He turned their heart to hate 
his people, to deal subtilely with his 
servants.” The apostle Paul in his 
comments upon the history of Phara- 
oh, says, “therefore hath he mercy 
on whom he will have mercy and 
whom he will he hardeneth.” It was 
said of some in the time of Christ, 
“Therefore they could not believe, 
because Esaias said again, he hath 
blinded their eyes, and hardened their 
heart, that they should not see with 
their eyes nor understand with their 
heart, and be converted, and I should 
heal them.” ‘That God’s purpose 
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respecting Sihon, king of Heshbon 
might not fail, it is said “The Lord thy 
God hardened his spirit and made his 
heart obstinate.” God works in all 
his creatures to will and to do accor- 
ding to his good pleasure. He fash- 
ioneth their hearts each one. He 
makes some vessels unto honour and 
others unto dishonour. He forms the 
moral quality of every vessel in the 
universe, according to his goed pleas- 
ure. 

Hence, the absolute sovereignty of 
God is included in his counsel. He 
has “created all things, and for his 
pleasure, they are and were created.” 
“Our God is in the heavens, he hath 
done whatsoever he pleased.” The 
apostle represents the predestination 
of the elect, according to the good 
pleasure of his will. He works in 
every creature according to the good 
pleasure of his will. “He hath mer- 
cy on whom he will have mercy, and 
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whom he wil/ he hardeneth.” Every 
person means to get to heaven, but 


‘God only knows how many he has 


determined shall be fitted for that 
place. It is not of him that willeth 
nor of him that runneth, but of God 
that showeth mercy. His sovereignty 
is guided by infinite wisdom and good- 
ness, and is a glorious perfection of 
his character. The Lord Jesus re- 
joiced in view of the absolute sove- 
reignty of his Father. “At that time 
Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou hast hid these 
things fronithe wise and prudent, and 
revealed them unto babes. Even so 
Father, for so it seemeth good in thy 
sight.” 

The divine purpose respecting the 
connexion between the sin of Adam 
and his posterity, is also a part of the 
counsel of God. ‘The total sinfulness 
of mankind by nature, in consequence 
of the fall of Adam is a fact abundant- 
ly taught by the sacred writers, and is 
corroborated by experience. It was 
very early said of mankind that every 
imagination of the thoughts of their 
heart, was onlv evil continually. 
Paul taught that those who were in 
the flesh could not please God, and 
that some were dead in trespasses and 
sins. This truth lies at the»founda- 
tion of many of the doctrines of grace, 
and is a very important part of the 
gospel scheme. It will be the occa- 
sion of displaying the | a for- 
bearance, and long sulle ing of God 
with his rebellious creatures, and of 
showing the sovereignty of special 
grace. God endures with much long 
suffering the vessels ef wrath, while 
they are fitting for destruction. The 
deceit, total sinfulness, and enmity of 
mankind against their Maker, will 
manifest the riches of his grace in the 
salvation of the elect, and lay a 
foundation for their everlasting grati- 
tude in heaven. 

The moral agency and accounta- 
bility of rational, dependent creatures 
is contained in the counsel of God. We 
are not conscious of our dependence, 
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but we are conscious of acting in view 
of motives. No person can _ help | 


knowing and feeling that he ought to | 


do some things, and eught not to do 
others. 
obligations are self condemned. ‘The 


conscience of every person who has | 
Cast Cone | 
tempt upon the authority of his Crea- | 


constantly lived to himself, 


tor and refused to comply with his 
obligations to God, binds him over to 
the judgment and condemnation of the 
creat day. 


These truths respecting God and | 


man and those necessarily implied in | 
them, with the duties which result | 
from them; are the leading features in 
the counsel of God as it appears from | 
his word and works. 
to view the means by which God will | 
display all his goodness, promote the | 
highest amount of general good in the | 
universe, and exalt and glorify in the 


highest degree his great and holy | 
They ap-| 


name for ever and ever. 
pear conspicuous in the discourses of | 
Christ and the apostles who reasoned 


in support of them from the old testa- | 
It was by declaring the name | 
of the Lord which these truths bring 


ment. 


into view, that the Lord Jesus carried | 
so much conviction of guilt and danger | 
to his hearers. This view of God 
made the scribes and pharisees see 


that their own views of God and of his | | 


Jaw, were false and that they were in| 
fact enemies to the true God. 
painfdlconviction of guilt and danger | 
they could not, and would not bear. 
They were filled with wrath, and rose | 


up to destory the Saviour of the world. | 


It was by explaining and proving 
these truths and the obligations which. 
erow out of them, that the apostle 
Paul made such an impression upon | 
the kingdom of darkness. ‘This sys- 


tem of creation and providence con- 
tains nothing whici: is inconsistent | 


with perfect moral rectitude,- for the | 
Judge of all the earth must necessarily 
do right. He will not punish any of 
his ouilty creatures merely because 
they deserve it, for this is true of all 


mankind; but to display the glory of | 


And those who violate their | 





They bring in- | 


This | | 


his justice and his hatred of sin. He 
will never punish any more than they 
deserve, nor continue any more ina 
state of moral depravity and endless 
punishment, than the glory of his name 
and the general good of his kingdom 
absolutely require. 

Having stated some of the leading 
features in the counsel of God which 
the apostle Paul declared to the Jews 
and Gentiles, it may be well to in- 
quire what is implied in faithfully de- 
claring the whole counsel of God. 
Here it may be premised, that to do 
this it is necessary to trace the gospel 
scheme to its original source, as the 
fruit of the divine will. Those who 


‘assume human nature in its state of 


deep and awful depravity,’ without 


| exhibiting the purpose and agency of 


God in the fall of man, can never 

make any body see the whole counsel 
of God. The gospel scheme was not 
invented to make the best of an im- 
perfect system, but it is “the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God,” which is 
the result of infinite wisdom and good- 
ness. God never does any thing 
merely for the sake of creatures, but 
chiefly for bis own sake. ‘This must 
constantly be seen and shown by those 
who wish to make others acquainted 
with the gospel scheme. 

To declare all the counsel of God, 
it is not only necessary to exhibit all 
the important truths respecting his 
character and works, and the charac- 
ter, obligations, and destiny of crea- 
| tures, in a correct proportion; but 
every truth must be exhibited in such 
a manner that its connexion may and 
must be seen with God’s chief end in 
his works. Those who disbelieve or 
neglect to exhibit some of the self de- 
nying truths and duties of the gospel, 
generally represent those they do ex- 
hibit in such a light, that in fact, none 
of the counsel of God is seen in its 
true light. Those who believe and 
preach the gospel in such a manner 
that others are naturally led to be- 
lieve that the happiness of creatures 
is the chief end of God in the works 
of creation and providence, can never 
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teach any part of the true counsel of || into vessels of wrath, in reference to 
God. Whether they preach upon the || the glory of God. When they speak 
divine decrees, divine agency, or di- || of the divine justice, they are under- 
vine blessedness, or upon the charac- || stood to mean that benevolent and ho- 
ter, obligations, and destiny of crea- || ly justice, which will punish all the 
tures, they must necessarily fail of de- || wicked for ever, not merely because 
claring any part of the gospel scheme || they deserve to be punished for ever, 
Who can teach any of these truths || but to manifest the evil nature of sin, 
and duties correctly, when they do |} and God’s hatred of moral evil. When 
not know or are unwilling to show || they speak of the divine mercy, they 
why God has decreed all events, why || describe that sovereign mercy, which 
he works all things after the counsel |! saves one sinner and leaves another to 
of his own will, and why creatures are || perish for ever, in reference to the 
bound to love him supremely. Nor || general good of the universe. When 
can those who believe and teach that || they speak of love to God, they are 
the glory of God consists simply in his | understood to mean that disinterested 
love of happiness, and display of his | benevolence, which regards every be- 
mercy, exhibit in reality any correct || ing and object according to its worth, 
views of the divine character and con- || and chooses to give up a less good of 
duct in general, or of the character || its own, if necessary to promote the 
and obligations of creatures. But} glory of God, or the greater good of 
those who have correct views of the || others. When they describe submis- 
gospel scheme, and are faithful to || sion to God, they describe absolute, 
God and man, exhibit every truth || unconditional submission into _ his 
and duty in such a manner that their 1 hands, to be disposed of for ever ac- 
relation and connexion may and must || cording to his will and in reference to 
be seen, with the chief end of God in|] his glory. When they speak of hu- 
his works. When they speak of God, || mility, they describe that genuine self 
they are understood to mean an infi- || abasement, that accepts the punish- 
nitely wise, powerful, independent,and || ment of iniquity, and is not unwilling 
good being, who delights in holiness ||.to be treated according to desert. 
as well as in happiness, and who,hates || When they speak of saints, they speak 
sin as well as misery. A being of} of them as vessels of mercy, and heirs 
infinite greatness and importance, in || cfglory. Whenthey speak of sinners, 
comparison with whom all created be- j| they describe them as vessels ofswrath, 
ings and objects are nothing and van- || of dishonour, as opposed to every 
ity. They represent the glory and || thing which stands in the way of their 
happiness of the great Jehovah, as an || little selfish hopes and interests, as to- 
object which every intelligent being || tally depraved, guilty, and hell deserv- 
ought to regard supremely. Accor-|| ing creatures, and constantly exposed 
dingly they represent God as having || to endless ruin. ‘They describe them 
“made all things for himself;’’ “for || as being perfectly in the hands of their 
his glory;”’ and to afford himself the || holy and sovereign Creator, under 
most perfect exhibition and gratifica- || every possible obligation to love him 
tion of all his perfections. As a be- |] supremely—as being at perfect enmity 
ing who determines all events, who || with him, and as being constantly lia- 
works all things after the counsel of || ble to be made the monuments of the 
his own will, and who carries in his |} divine justice. When they speak of 
hand the temporal and eternal destiny || saving faith, they describe that belief 
of every creature in the universe. || in Christ which implies love of all the 
When they speak of the divine sove-||.truths respecting the divine character 
reignty, they are understood to mean || and conduct. When they speak of 
that absolute sovereignty which forms || gospel repentance, they represent it as 
some into vessels of mercy, and others |i self loathing, self condemnation, and 
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self abhorrence for disobeying and ha- 
ting a God of infinite perfection, who 
has constantly acted under the influence 
of pure, perfect, and immutable good- 
ness. In short, let them speak on 
what subject they may, they show its 
relation and connexion with the ulti- 
mate design of God in his works. And 
it is impossible to declare the whole 
counsel of God in any other way. The 
number and variety of subjects ex- 
hibited will never reflect any light 
upon the gospel scheme, unless every 
subject is made to appear in its con- 


nexion and relation to God’s chief 


end. 

It may be added that in order to 
declare the whole counsel of God, 
nothing must be taught which is in- 
consistent with any part of his coun- 
sel. No doctrine or duty must be 
represented in a light which is incon- 
sistent with God’s ultimate design in 
his works, which is to secure the most 
perfect display and gratification of all 
his goodness. For saints to pray 
without submission to be perfectly 
sanctified the rest of their lives, is in- 
consistent with God’s purpose respect- 
ing his people. ‘To pray without sub- 
mission for the conversion of the 
world is inconsistent with the divine 
purpose not to sanctify and save but 
to destroy the great mass of mankind 
before the introduction of the milleni- 
um. | To tell any person that the chief 
end for which he was brought into the 
world was that he might become holy 
and happy, is inconsistent with the 
fact that the Lord hath made all things 
for himself, yea even the wicked for 
the day of evil. ‘To speak of the di- 
vine mercy and goodness in such a 
manner as to make it appear that God 
desires on the whole to save every one, 
is inconsistent with what Christ taught 
and did, and dangerous in the highest 
degree. To apply the particular 
promises given to the apostles in the 
age of miracles, to common christians 
and represent the divine promises and 
mercy in general in such a manner 
that leads people to feel a perfect con- 
tempt and disregard for the divine 





sovereignty, and agency, and justice. 
is not only inconsistent but subversive 
| of the gospel scheme. To represent 
‘the atonement of Christ as a perfect 
satisfaction of distributive justice, is 
subversive of the doctrine of forgive- 
ness of sins. 

But I proceed to show some of the 
advantages of declaring all the counsel 
of God. Here it may be observed 
that those who do so, convey the lar- 

gest portion of knowledge to their 
hearers. Knowledge is the necessary 
means of growth in grace. The apos- 
tle Paul said to the Philipians, “And 
this I pray, that your love may abound 
| 











yet more and more in knowledge, and 
in all judgment.” It is one of the 
most pernicious, as well as absurd 
maxims that ever was propagated, that 
‘ionorance is the mother of devotion.” 
| Nothing is more evident from reason 
and scripture, than that a knowledge 
of the truth is the means of sanctifica- 
tion. Those, therefore, who conceai 
or neglect the primary truths respect- 
| ing God and creatures, never can con- 
vey much if any divine knowledge to 
their hearers. They take away from 
saints the means of holiness and hap- 
piness, and from sinners the means of 
conviction and conversion. And they 
hinder the holiness and happiness oi 
mankind in proportion to the impor- 
tance of the doctrines and duties they 
conceal. If they deny or neglect any 
of those truths which are essential to 
the character of God, of saints, or of 
sinners, they subvert the gospel and 
their preaching will have a tendency 
to blind and destroy immortal souls. 
Mankind naturally love darkness and 
hate that light and knowledge which 
condemns them. But though they 
hate the true knowledge of God and 
themselves, still it is the only means 
of making them feel their obligations 
and comply with them. 

The exhibition of the whole coun- 
sel of God is better adapted to awaken 
sinners than any different exhibition 
of truth. Sinners are awakened both 

in view of their guilt and their danger. 
The whole counsel of God is best 
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adapted to make them realize either. 
Mankind may be taught their danger of 
endless punishment, without being 
taught- the whole truth respecting 
God ‘and themselves. But sinners 
need the light of the whole truth re- 
specting God and themselves to make 
them realize how deep a hell they de- 
serve. A knowledge of the whole 
counsel of God will have no tendency 
to lessen their apprehension of guilt 
and danger, but to increase it. The 
light of the whole truth respecting God 
and man, will make the most terrible 
divine threatnings and predictions, ten 
fold more terrible. ‘The omniscience 
of God isan alarming truth to sinners, 
but how much more alarming is this 
truth when associated with his infinite- 
ly holy character. The absolute de- 
pendence of creatures is a part of the 
counsel of God on which sinners some- 
times seem to repose. But the exhi- 
bition of this truth is much better 
adapted to awaken them, than the 
denial or concealment of it. When 
they do not realize their dependence 
they generally think there is no dan- 
ger but they shall secure their sal- 
vation before they die, as they intend 
to do. But when they realize that it 
depends upon the good pleasure of 
God whether they shall ever comply 
with their obligations to him or not, 
and that the glory -of God and the 
good of the universe renders it neces- 
sary that some should continue in sin 
and misery for ever, can they sleep? 
The fact that they are perfectly in the 
hands of a holy God, who is angry 
with the wicked ‘every moment, is one 
of the most alarming considerations 
conceivable. The doctrines of the 
universal decrees and agency of God 
are a part of his counsel. It is some- 
times said that the exhibition of these 
doctrines is adapted to stupify sinners, 
and destroy their serious impressions 
It is true that sinners often think and 
Say in view of these doctrines, “Why 
doth he yet find fault, for who hath 
resisted his will?” But Paul did not 
omit to preach these doctrines, though 
he knew that sinners would try to 
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shield themselves behind them against 
complying with the commands of 
God. Heknew that these truths were 
an important part of the “sword of the 
Spirit.” Peter knew this, and accord- 
ingly brought them clearly into view 
on the day of pentecost, when so ma- 
ny thousands were cut to the heart. 
These doctrines have been an impor- 
tant part of the preaching which has 
promoted the great mass of revivals 
of religion in New England ever since 
its first settlement. But let God be 
represented as decreeing nothing, and 
working nothing after the counsel of 
his own will, and who will ever real- 
ize their obligations to such a Being, 
or their enmity against him? The peo- 
ple of God ought not to be alarmed 
because sinners cavil, and complain, 
and fortify themselves agajust the truth. 
They act perfectly in character while 
they do this. They constantly en- 
deavour with all their subtlety and 
power, to free themselves from all 
their obligations to God; and they 
will lean upon any thing, however 
false or absurd, that has the appear- 
ance of freeing them from blame. 
They had ten thousand times rather 
find fault with the infinitely holy and 
righteous God, than tocondemn them- 
selves as they ought to do, close the 
controversy wiih their Maker, and 
humbly ask his forgiveness. . ‘Those 






decrees and agency, 
natural obligations to “and tl 
who profess to believe them, endeav- 
our to turn them intoan excuse against 
complying with thelr moral obliga- 
tions. But though it is true that the 
denial of these doctrines does have a 
tendency to weaken or destroy the 
natural obligations of sinners to God; 
yet the truth of them has no tendency 
to weaken or destroy their moral ob- 
ligations, but rather to increase them. 
Their excuses drawn from their de- 
pendence and the universal decrees 
and agency of God are founded in 
sophistry, deceit, and wickedness: and 
it is perfectly easy to demonstrate that 
such excuses are their condemnation. 
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‘Vho can believe that God’s forming 
the wisest and best possible system of 
creation and providence, and execu- 
ting it in the best possible manner, 
destroys the obligation of creatures to 
love him? It is the very reason why 
they ought to love him. This sinners 
generally know, and the very truths 
upon which they lean for support 
against God, often prove a sword to 
pierce their heart, and lay them at the 
foot of sovereign mercy. 

The exhibition of the whole coun- 
sel of God is better adapted to con- 
vince of sin than any different exhibi- 
tion. The perfections and authority 
of God are the only ground of our ob- 
ligations to love and obey him. If 
these are concealed from our sight, we 
cannot fee] our obligations to obey his 
commands. It is only in view of the 
divine character and our own, that we 
can see our obligations to repentance 
and self abasement. It is only in the | 


light of the divine character that we | 


can see our own. Who can realize 
the guilt of impatience and anger on 
account of the evils they experience, | 
unless they see the hand of God in | 
bringing them to pass? What sinner 
can see the extent of the wickedness of 
his heart, unless he sees the excellence 
and glory of the divine character, de- 
crees, and conduct, against which his 


Sheart rises in enmity? Let the infi- 


nitely wise and benevolent purpose 
and agency of God in the introduc- 
tion of moral evil into this world be 
denied, or concealed, and who can 
feel their obligation to “thank God that 


the criminality of their complaint, 
‘Why hast thoa made me thus?” 
Let the ultimate design of God to se- 
cure the most perfect exercise and 
gratification of all his goodness, and 
consequently the greatest pear good 
of the universe by all his works, be 
hidden from the eyes of his friends and 
foes, and who can realize their obliga- 
tion to extol, and praise, and adore 
him for choosing and executing a sys- 
tem which includes so much sin and 
misery? In short, let the absolute per- 


| 
they were the servants of sin,” and 


fection of the divine plan of creation 
and providence be denied or conceal- 
ed, and who can realize their guilt for 
all their murmurs, complaints, and re- 
bellion on account of the evils they 
have experienced? Who can realize 
their obligations to confide and rejoice 
in God alway, and under every event 
of his providence? But let God be 
seen in all his glory and exhibited in 
all his goodness, and in this light on- 
ly, can saints and sinners see all their 
obligations to perfect obedience, and 
all their own vileness. When Jcb 
had a clear view of the divine charac- 
ter, he said “Wherefore I abhor my- 
self, and repent in dust and ashes.” 
The exhibition of the whole coun- 
sel of God, is also the best adapted to 
be the means of conversion. Accord- 
ing to the scriptures, the goodness of 
God leadeth to repentance. But in 
order that this effect may be produced, 
his goodness must be seen. And the 
more God is seen in his glory, the 
clearer sinners will see their guilt, in- 
gratitude, and inexcusableness. But 
God cannot be seen in all his good- 
ness, unless all his counsel is exhibit- 
ed. His goodness and glory appear 
as conspicuous, in the display of his 
holiness, and sovereignty, and justice, 
as in the display of any other of his 
perfections. God is said in the scrip- 
tures to be glorious in holiness. It is 
said in the 12th chapter of John, 
“Therefore they could not believe, be- 
cause that Esaias said again, he hath 
blinded their eyes, and hardened their 
heart, that they should net see with 
their eyes, nor understand with their 
heart, and be converted, and I should 
heal them.” And then it is added, 
“These things said Esaias, when he 
saw his glory and spake of him.” 
Who can read the sacred history re- 
specting the divine purposes and agen- 
cy in raising up and destroying the 
old werld, Sodom and Gomorrah, 
Pharaoh and his hosts, Sihon, the cit- 
ies of Canaan, Babylon and Jerusa- 
lem, without being overwhelmed with 
a sense of the sovereignty, and power, 
and holiness of ‘he Wing of kings: 
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jiow much of God is seen in these 
events of his providence? What ter- 
yor and dismay fill the hardest and 
stoutest hearts, when they are con- 
strained to contemplate these divine 
perfections, and especially when they 
are told that these distressing views 
of God, are scarcely the beginning of 
their sorrows? But the holy reverence, 
and fear, and joy of the heavenly 
hosts will be raised to the highest de- 
eree of which they are ca ipable, while 


they sing, “And in the greatness of 


ihene excellency thou Laie overthrown 
thea: that rose up against thee.” The 
sume view of God that will raise the 
highest joy, and love, and confidence | 
of saints and angels, will fill the ene- 
mies of God with the greatest enmity, 
and dismay, and torment. Nothing 
is so well adapted to constrain sinners 
to renounce the war with their Ma- | 
ker, as this view of the divine great- 
ness, and ee and glory. | 
Vhese terrors of the Li ord which give 
the divine law all its terrors, urge 
them,and his goodness sone ans then 
to repentance. 
truth, contains the whole strength oi 

all the motives that can be drawn 
from holiness and happiness, time and | 
eternity, heaven, earth, and hell. In 
comparison with this, how weak and 
contemptible is that exhibition of mo- 
tives to repentance drawn only from 
the consideration of ia sonal interest | 
and danger. When these motives on- | 
ly are presented, and especially when 
they are presented in the light of in- 
terest instead of duty; what intelli- 
gent person who has a_ conscience, 
will not turn away with feelings of dis- 
gust and insult? And thongi: the seif- 
ish hearts of sinners lead them in mul- 
titudes to be affected and comply with 
such motives, who can believe that 
such a compliance will fit them for a 
holy heaven, and for fellowship with 
holy beings? 

But it has been said of late, that 
sinners are incapable of seeing the 
beauty of the divine character, and 
that they cannot be made to feel the 
force of inducements which ave pre- 


‘this exhibition of 


Lt 


been said, that there is nothing in them 
upon which a disinterested motive can 
ifasten. If this were true, it would be 
equally true respecting saints, only 
when they are in the exercise of dis- 
interested benevolence. According 
to this theory, it will doto present be- 
nevolent motives to people only when 
they are disposed to be governed by 
them. This is a ve ry gentle kind of 
government, as pleasing to sinners as 
itis contrary to the scriptures. ‘To 
State it, therefore, is torefute it. The 
objection, however, i is false in fact; yn 
sinners have consciences as well : 
saints, and are as capable of feeling 
moral obligation as saints. And if 
they turn away from their obligations 
to their holy and sovereign Creator, i in 
vain will be the attempt to draw them 
| to love him supremely, by the exhibi- 
tion of motives presented in the light 
I of interest. Ali real obedience, is 
aeen with obligation; but a per- 
son cannot comply with any obliga- 
ion while acting from selfish mo- 


sented in the light of duty. It has 


| © 
| 
sf 
Fl tiv 
1 But it is said to bea fact, that the 
|| exhibition of selfish motives has occa- 
; sioned the most conversions. This 
may be true in many places if we ad- 
|e the popular and lax notions re- 
pecting converson tobe correct. But 
it is absurd to suppose that selfish mo- 
| tives ever lead men to turnfrom self- 
tshness. All conversionS im view of 
js motives, must necessarily be 
only turning from one kind of selfish- 
| ness to another. And if some have 
really been turned from sin to holli- 
ness, where their teachers have pre- 
|| sented only selfish inducements, they 
| must have been turned in view of other 
motives which they have felt by means 


| of the bible and their consciences. 
Why then, it may be said, has not 





those olfensive doctrines occasioned 
more revivals and conversions, if it is 
so well adapted todo it. In reply, it 
may be well to remark in the first 
place, that it will be quite as pleasing 
to God and safe to ourselves to place 


the frequent and plain exhibition ot 
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the blame where it oughé to be placed, || against the mighty, and fight thie 
instead of charging it either directly || good fight ef faith. Let them be faith- 
or indirectly upen God, or the exhi- || ful soldiers and not traitors, and the 
bition of the truth respecting him in jj enemies of God and his people would 
compliance with his command. Neg- || not prevail. The truth is, God has 
lect of holy prayer and ‘proper exer- || reason to complain of his people, but 
tions to promote the cause of Zion || they have no reason to complain of 
by both ministers and people, may |] him. Accordingly he says, “Oh that 
have beenthe reason. A faithful and || my people had hearkened unto me, 
persevering performance of these du- || and Israel had walked in my ways! I 
ties is necessary, because God has |} should soon have subdued their ene- 
made this indispensable. An unholy || mies, and turned my hand against 
complacency in the enemies of truth || their adversaries. The haters of the 
and righteousness may have been the || Lord should have submitted them- 
cause. Christ expressed no compla- || selves unto him.” 

cency in sinners while upon earth. —@eZR— 

God was always displeased and se- WARRATIVE 

verely punished his ancient people |} or rue stare oF RELIGION WITHIN THE 
when they attempted to unite with the Se SY Fa SaP SRL APRS, 
Canaanites who were a type of God’s 
enemies in all future ages. His com- 
mand to his people is “Come out from 
among them and &e ye separate saith 

the Lord, and teuch not the unclean || “So e-y year brings tidings of the enlarzement 
thing, and I will receive Vou, and will || of our territory, and increase of our ecelesiastic- 
ba. Pathos ents you, and ye shall be |) 2! family. God grant that as our cords lengthen, 


‘ ta gl | our stakes may be also strengthened, and the 
my sons and daughters saith the Lord || bonds ofour union be drawn closer and closer. 


Almighty.” This command implies Harmony in doctrine and discipline generally pre- 
that he will not help his people when vais. _Differences of a minor sort exist among 
tags" > . || us, which may occasionally prevent all that fel- 
they unite in hand or heart with his || lowship which exists among the spirits of the 
enemies. And why should God help | aust <_ porte pat: 30 elope: che Grea 
a we ee . ead of the church, that no aepartment of his 
his people against inei enem cS when kingdom on earth, of so large an extent, appears 
they join them in casting dishonour || to live in mere harmony and brotherly love. 
. tiie, tellin > inieeils — 
and reproach upon his name, and || Whatever variety of phrascoogy on doctrinal 
E ; i ee subjects, or discrepancy of views in government 
those truths which Express his giory? and discipline, may be found existing between 
A worldly and sensual spirit among | individuals or sections of our church, we have 
professors. may have been the cause. || ¢t reser ee ae poy 
. . i. c ’ Y 7 Pav. x 9 c uw 
Defending the truth with the spirit of || stantially taught, and the letter as well as the 
Peter when he cut off the servant’s spirit of -~ ecclesiastical standards generally 
2 il maintamed, F 
right car, may have been the cause. Inless than forty years, through the blessing 
Dut deceitful opposition to the trath || of the Most High, we have increased from one to 
has perhaps the most general and 
eCas ’ “ pa s clisk 


sixteen Synods, and from six to eighty-six Pres- 
destructive tendency. It strengthens during the past year. 


a gS is SS 





The General Assembly having received reports 
on the state of religion from seventy Presbyteries, 
and from churches with which it holds corres- 
pondence, presents the following condensed ab- 
stract of mtelligence, to the churches under its 





byteries—tive having been added to our number 

the hands and hearts of the enemies || 
P . 7 } 7 % ° 

ot God bey ond conception, to have ry, would extend this narrative to an unedifying 
the countenance and aid of the proles- | length. A hasty sketch of the prominent fe2- 
sed friends of orthodoxy and religion, |) tures — church in the respective Synods 
. -_ - ee ° . . AM... || must suffice. 
im Carrying on tae wal with their Ma- Bevinning at the south, in the Synod of South 
ker. Letthe friends of God condemn |} Carolina and Georgia, the state of religion 
themselves, and not complain of him. ‘|| @ppears on the whole to be favourable. ‘Though 
Let them unite and have fellowship 


a large portion of her territory is yet mournfully 
; , destitute of ministers, churches, and even of the 

with God and strive together for the 

faith, and in the spirit of the gos- 


To enter into minute details, or even to glance 
at the intelligence received from every Presbyte- 











bible—though in 20 counties within the bounds 

of the Presbytery of Hopewell, only two minis- 
- ~ v . . ? 

ters of our denomination can be found—though 





pel. Let them come up to his help I the Presbytery of South Carolina appeal to the 
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{zeneral Assembly for missionary help, and call 
tor twenty active and zealous mmnisters, to sup- 
ply as many organized and waiting congrega- 
tions; yet we rejoice that a special blessing has 
been poured out on the means already enjoyed. 
In the Presbytery of Charleston Union, several 
congregations have received a refreshing from 
the presence of the Lord. Prayer meetings are 
multiplying, Sabbath schools are recominended 
in the Presbytery of Alabama, to all her 
churches; and what is especially interesting, the 
coloured population are receiving an increase of 
religious privileges, and the means used for their 
spiritual edification have been crowned with a 
visible blessing. Upwards of thirty Auxihary 
Bible Societies have been formed within the 
bounds of Hopewell Presbytery, during the last 
winter. The necessity of educating pious youth 
for the gospel ministry,is extensively felt; a plan 
ofa literary and theological seminary has been 
formed, and more than 30,000 dollars already 
subseribed to its funds. : 

From the Synod of Worth Careling, noth- 
ing of very special interest has been communi- 
eated. We hear of good outward attention to 
the means of grace, but accompanied with much 
lukewarmness and conforinity to the spirit and 
fashions of the world, That instruction im bibic 
classes and Sabbath schools is enjoyed exten- 
sively by the rising generation—that the walk of 
many christians is uncommonly exemplary—that 
benevolent societies are receiving more liberal 
patronage than in former years—and that the 


standards of our church are stated to be stead-- 


lastly maintained, are matters of encouragement 
and consolation. 

From the Synod of Virginia, we have heard 
mingled sounds of joy and lamentation. Three 
of their congregations have been specially revi- 


ved, and in several other churches, an unusual, 


attention to divine things has appeared; but on 
the whole, this part of the vineyard, so often re- 
freshed, ssems to languish. Fashionable amuse- 
ments are seducing professors of religion, and 
contentions are creeping into some of the church- 
es. No wonder these things should make the 
friends of Zion mourn! A dearth of spiritual in- 
struction Is one ground of their complaint; and 
ieasures are in active operation, by the support 
of the Theological Semmary at Hampden Syd- 
ney, to bring forward more labourers into the 
Lord’s vineyard. 25,000 dollars, in addition 
to former benefactions, have been lately sub- 
scribed for the support of that seminary; and 
more is now doing for the education of poor and 
pious youth than ever before. The Bible Soci- 
ety and Domestic Missionary Society within the 
hounds of this Synod, are in a very flourishing 
state. Yet they mourn the absence of the Com- 
forter; and blessed are they that mourn, 
Mississippi is the only Presbytery out of five, 
within the bounds of the Synod of Tennessee, 
from which the Assembly have been permitted 
to hear. From this Presbytery no revival of 


religion is reported. The land is a scene of 


spiritual desolation. The inhabitants are rapidly 
Mcreasing, and the ministers of our denomina- 
fon are to the populations as 12 to 230,000! 
Loud are the calls of our brethren for help. 
Shall they call in vain? The enemy is overrun- 
ning the land and fortifying himself against any 
future attack; and double the labour will soon 
‘¢ necessary to conquer, and obtain possession, 

* would now be necessary to take and keen 





Narrative of the state of Religion, yc. 221 


possession of this field. ‘There 1s-no time for 
delay. New Orleans favours the reception of 
the gospel. Large congregations assemble 
there on the Sabbath, anda church for mariners 
is in contemplation. 

The Synod of Kentucky includes that state, 
alarge part of the state of Indiana, and half the 
state of illinois. From this region also the re- 
ports are very defective. The cause of Christ, 
however, appears to be advancing. ‘Truth is 
prevailing over error, and lightis dispersing 
darkness. The scareity of faithful preachers 1s 
greatly lamented; nearly half the churches be- 
ing destitute of a stated ministry. Error has 
still an extensive prevalence, and christians are 
not yet united as they ought to be, fer the sup- 
port and spread of the gospel. Great efiorts, 
however, have of late been made for the educa- 
tion of their precious youth; and we rejoice to 
hear that after many struggles they have at last, 


at Danville, in Kentucky, a literarySeminary ct 


theirown. Revivals of religion have been wit- 
nessed in three congregations of Ebenezer Pres- 
bytery, in two of which fifty were added to the 
church, 

from the Synod ef Ohio no very goed news 
have reached our ears. Complaints of cold- 
hess in professors, fondness of fashionable 
amusements, the increase of crror, and general 
declension in religion, form the burden of their 
narrative. ‘Give us mmisters,” 1s the cry of 
Inany congregations, and is in tact the cry of all 
the western country. 

The Synod ot the Western Reserve reports 
no general revival of religion. Several congre- 
gations, it appears, however, have been spe- 
cially visited from on high. ‘The congregations 
in that section of country are gencrally weak, 
and though better supplied than many of our 
vestern settlements, are yet deplorably desti- 
tute ofa stated ministry. In 30 townships, with- 
in the Presbytery of Portage, there are only 20 
churches and 10 Presbyterian ministers, while 
there are many propagators of error. Strenu- 
ous efforts, however, are making by our breth- 
ren for the increase of the ministry and exten- 
sion of the means of grace. In the midst of this 
wilderness we are happy to learn that our breth- 
ren live in peace and walk im the order of the 
gospe:; that family worship is extensively observ- 
ed, and Sabbath schools and bible classes re- 
ceive Increasing attention. 

The state of religion in the Synod of Pitts- 
burgh is reported, as on the whole, improving. 
Many churches, however, have none to break 
to them the bread of life, and ‘there remaineth 
yet very much land to be possessed.” Six 
churches are stated to have been revived, to one 
of which were added 60 persons, to another 77. 
Other congregations are in a favourable state, but 
in the majority of their churches, great coldness 
and forgetfulness of their vows are charged upon 
the children of God. Vice in some placesis on 
the increase. Good attention, m general, is 
paid to external means; the standards of our 
church are stated to be vigilantly maintained, 
and both ministers and people are active in sup- 
port of missions, Theological Seminaries, and in 
other labours of love. 

The loud calls for an increase of ministers in 
the west, the distance from Princeton, and the 
inconvenience and expense of an attendance at 
that institution, have induced the assembly to 
take measures to establish 2 ‘Theological Sem!- 
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nary west of the mountains. May the gracious 

smiles of the Great Head of the church attend 
these measures , and unite the hearts and the 
prayers of his people in this great and important 
enterprise. Soon may it be prosperously found- 
ed, long may it flourish, and abundant be the 
by lessings it shall communicate. May this schoo} 
ot the prophets nourish many a young Ejjah, 
Elisha, and Samuel, to oppose wickedness in 
high places, Every member of the church wil 
grant to this contemplated Seminary an interest 
in his prayers. 

Within the bounds of the Synod of Philudel- 
phia, nothing of special importance has occur- 
red. In a few instances the Spirit of the Lord 
has been poured out, and considerable additions 
made tothe church. In the Presbytery of Lew- 
es, the churches appear to be rousing, after a 
Jong slureber, and an unusual blessing accompa- 
nies the means of grace; and throughout the 
other Presbyteries a od attention to outward 
ordinances is remarked. But the special influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit seem to have been 
withheld from most of the churches in this Syn- 
od, during the past year. The mariners’ church 
im ’ Philadelphia, under the labour of the Rev. 
Joseph Eastburn, is m a flourishing condition. 

In the Synod of New Jersey, the Spirit of the 
Lord, as in former years, has ‘‘come down as 
the rain upon the mown grass, and as showers 
that water the earth.” in the Presbyteries of 
Ehzabethtown, Newark, and Susquehanna, co- 
pious Gaines of the Spirit have descen led on 
no less than seventeen congregations, while un- 
usual ingathermgs of souls have given joy to 
many Others. The revival m Elizabethtown, 
and ma some other places is still gomg forw: rd 
with great power. Not less than 4590 persons in 
{iizabethtown alone, are said, by their attend- 

re at the meetings for Inquir y, to manifest an 
anxious concern for their salvation. In the 
other Presbyterics connected with this Synod, 
though no particular excitement on the sul hiect 
of religion exists, the state of morals is generally 
eood. 

fn the Synod of New-York, the Lord has 
been seen by his people, though in less stately 
and triumphant goings than in some of the Sy- 
nods which are yet to be named. Large addi- 
tions have been made to some churehes, and an 
unusual awakening exists in a few congregations; 


but the Synod have to regret that the revivals of 


former years have not been repeated. 

But the brightest manifestation of redeeming 
power which we are permitted to record, has 
been made in the Synod of Albany. In the 
Presbyteries of Oswego, Ogdensburgh, and par- 

icularly in the Presbytery of Oneida, has the 
glory of the Lord been revealed, to the j joy of his 
friends, and confusion of his foes. In the still 
small voice, in the whirlwind, and in the earth- 
quake, souls have been arrested, ovewhelmed 
and shaken by this new creation; and the 
things which might be shaken have been over- 
thrown, that the things which cannot be shaken 
might remain. In consequence of this display 
of Divine power, the theatre has been deseried, 
the tavern sanctified: blasphemy has been sile n- 
ced, and infidelity confounded. The wise have 
become fools for Christ’s sake, the mighty have 
been brought low and the Lord exalted. Twen- 


ty-five congregations are reported as sharing 
more or less liberally these heavenly influences. 
Indeed, we are told, ‘that not a town in the coun. |! didates; 
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ty of Oneida has been wholly passed by in this 
visitation of revivmg love. in this heaven!, 
work, slumbering professors lave been rouse; 
distracted churches have united in peace; Uii- 
versalists, so far from hopmg the salvation of ail 

have trembled for their own; Deists have forsa- 
ken their refuges of lies; Papists have soug!: 
absolution from the High Priest above, and litil. 
children have filled the temple with Hosannas to 
the Son of David. The work contimues, aij 
iong may it continue, till all the dross of error 
arid of sin shall be consumed mm the purifying fire 
of the Holy Ghost. 

The Spirit of the Lord has descended also, 
though in a less copious manner, within the Sy- 
nou of Geneva, ten of whose congrege ations have, 
during the past year, experienced his extra ordi- 
nary operations on the heart. In the Presbyte- 
ry of Geneva, 500 were the last year added to 
the ¢ hurch, and in the Presbytery of Bath, the 
churches have been increased by the addition of 
200 more. This Synod, also, complains of a 
dearth of ministers in the : southern parts of its 
bounds; but rejoices on the whole, that the 
chariot of the Lord is rolling forward. 

It remains to notice the Synod of Genesee. 

Such is the feeble state of the churches in the 
Presbytery of Niagara, that but one im all their 
bounds is able of itself to support the gospel. In 
the Presbytery of Genesee there are appeara: 
ces of revivals in two or three congregeiions; 
and in the Presbytery of Ontario, a special bless- 
ing has been poured out ou one In the Pres- 
bytery of Rochester, an example has been set 
of Christian ac tivity, Whic h nm the church would 
do well to imitate. The Bible Society have 
provided 2700 Bibles and t estaments, and de- 
termined that every family mm the county o: 
Monroe, (which forms the bounds of that Pres 
bytery) ‘shall possess a Cony of the word of God, 
Six thousand tracts, entitled “to every Mother 
in Monroe county, Faas the duty of praying ‘or 
her children, have also been distributed. Every 
tow . in the county has a minister, either of the 
Pres byterian or Congregaiional order. In one 

of their congregations a revival has lately adde« 
forty to the church. 

From various parts of the country, we he 
heard, as usual, the lament ations of our breti- 
ren, over the ruimous vices of profane swearing, 
intemperance, a and Sabbath breaking. Particu- 
larly from the state of New-York, we have 
heard complaints of the breach of “the holy Sab- 
bath, by travelling in stages and steam boats, 
and on the grand canal. And,what was espe- 
cially grievous, it was stated, that this pernicious 
example had sometimes been set by mmiste we of 
the gospel. Against all these things, the As- 
sembly would lift up its warning voice. 

We have thus glanced at the history of gthe 
year, from which it evidently appears, that ‘the 
Lord has not withdrawn from us the tokens ot 
his favour, but is still waiting to be gracious. 
The whole number of congreg: ations, reported as 
enjoying a revival of religion, since ‘the last As- 
sembly, is §1; while more than usual blessings 
appear to have descended upon many more. 

Nurseries ever lie near a parent’s heart. As 
such, our Theological Seminary lies near the 
heart of the Assembly. The Institution at 
Princeton, still enioys the smiles of the Great 
Head of the church. In her bosom have been 
nourished, during the past year, 118 of our can- 
‘about two-thirds of w hom, have been, 
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eliher Wholly or im part, supported by the boun- 
ties of the church. ‘I'wo new Scholarships have 
heen endowed, making the whole number of 
“cholarships sixteen. Still, however, her treas- 
rv is comparatively empty; her wants increase 
aster than her supplies. When will the church, 
as a body, come up to her help! How long shall 
we “charge them that are rich, not to trust in 
imeertain riches, but in the livmg God; to do 
vood, to be ready to communicate, anc thus lay 
up a good foundation against the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life.” From 
the seminaries of Auburn and Hampden Sydney, 
we rejoice to hear that their funds continue to 
increase, and their influence is likely to be 
widely extended. Under the care of our Pres- 
byterres, we have about 200 students, on whom 
are expended not far from $14,000. While, 
however, there is such a call for ministers, the 
efforts in the cause of education are far too 
limited. 

We lament the apathy of our churches, in re- 
card to domestic missions, and particularly the 
want of united and vigorcus efforts to supply 
the waste places ofthe west and south. Con- 
siderable has indeed veen done to cultivate and 
sanctify those regions; but more, much more, 
must be attempted and accomplished, or mill- 
ions of our countrymen will sit in darkness and 
their children grow up in ignorance and vice. 
There is a loud call from heaven, for a union of 
hearts and of hands in this mighty work. 

From the associations, with which we asa 
body hold christian correspondence, much has 
been received to gladden our hearts. 

From the General Association of Connecti- 
cul, we learn that more than twenty congrega- 
tions within their bounds have enjoyed, during 
ihe past year, or are enjoying at this time, an 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. Their churches 
are generally well supplied with pastors, and 
their Domestic Missionary Society still flour- 
ishes, 

From the General Association of Massachu- 

setts, we rejoice to learn, that there probably 
never was a period in the history of Maine and 
Massachusetts, in which the presence of God 
was more signally mamifested to his churches. 
The cause of error is declining. In Wiliams’ 
college, there is a powerful revival of religion; 
and in Amherst, according to latest information, 
there are hopeful appearances of a similar work. 
In the ten colleges of New England, among 
1400 students, 500 are hopefully pious, and 200 
belonging to Massachusetts, are in different 
stages of preparation for the ministry. All their 
benevolent societies are in a prosperous condi- 
on, and twenty-three to:vns in Massachusetts, 
and twenty in Maine, are at this time under the 
imfluence of revivals, in which are already num- 
bered, according to the report of the delegates, 
inore than 1200 converts. The seminary at An- 
dover, is in a flourishing condition. Its number 
of students is 122. 
_ From New Hampshire, we learn that there 
is a revival of religion in Dartmouth college, in 
which, about 50 of the students have become 
hopeful subjects of grace; and m seven or eight 
towns in that state, the people are enjoying a 
refreshing from the presence of the Lord. 

In Vermont, during the year 1825, we are 
informed, there were outpourings of the Spirit 
pon 20 towns, in which about 900, in the esti- 
mation of christian charitv, were introduced in- 
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to the kingdom of Christ. At éhis time there is 
said to be a great work of grace in 30 or 35 town- 
ships of that state, which is increasing rapidly. 
Unusual numbers of the young are subjecis of 
this work. And we here remark it asa favoura- 
ble sign of the times that the grace of God, in 
nearly all the revivals which have been reported 
to the assembly, has so signally descended on 
the risimg generation. ‘The special blessing of 
God, has unquestionably rested on the means of 
instruction, used with the young in bible classes 
and Sabbath schools. In more than one in- 
stance, when a revival of religion was reported, 
was it stated, that every member of a bible 
class, who had attended regularly,became a hope- 
ful subject of grace. And the unusual number 
of teachers and pupils in Sabbath schools, which 
has the last year been added to the church, 
seems to set the seal of heaven to these blessed 
iustiiutions. 

From the reformed Dutch church, and from 
the German reformed churches, communications 
were also received, from which it appeared, that 
with them, religion is evidently gaining ground. 
Their theological Seminaries receive the liberal 
patronage of their churches. 

As in former years, death hath mvaded our 
ranks, and removed some of our dear fathers and 
brethren from the imperfect service of this low- 
er sanctuary, as we trust, toa higher, holier, 
and happter service im the heavens. Their 
names we here record, but we hope they have a 
better record in the “book of life.” 

Comfort Williams, Presbytery of Rochester, 
James C. Crane, Niagara, 
Halsey A. Wood, A'bony, 

Joshua Spaulding, North River, 
Joseph Rue, New Brunswick, 
Asa Dunham, Northumberland, 
Francis G. Ballentine, Philadelphia, 


Samu! Porter, Redstone, 
John 3. Hoge, Hanover, 
John Lys!s, Ebenezer, 
John Howe, Transylvania, 
Daniel Smit!s, Fayetteville, 
James Gilleland, Mississipp!, 
William F. Watts, Concord. 


in conclusion, from all these details, dear 
brethren, let us learn a lesson cf praise and 
gratitude to the Giver of every good and per- 
fect gift, that our Israel has lived another year 
before him; that in the midst of merited wrath, 
he has remembered mercy; and while Paul has 
planted and Apo!los watered, has not left us 
without a goodly increase. 

Let us go forward with cheerfulness and 
courage inour future work seeing God is 
with us. His Spirit accompanies our labours, 
and difficulties shall vanish before us;—the 
mountains shall sink, the vallies shall nse, to 
prepare the way of the Lord,—‘‘not by might, 
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord 
of hosts.” 

And, finally, let us learn to be fervent and im- 
portunate in prayer, giving the Hearer of prayer 
no rest, until the sprinklings of grace on some 
parts of our land, shall become one universal 
shower,—until the springs that now rise and 
water some sections of our Zion, shall swell to 
rivers, yea, to seas, and the knowledge of the 
Lord spread over our land, as the waters cover 
the great deep. Amen. 

Published by order of the General Assembly. 

EZRA STILES ELY, Stated Clerk. 
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O44 Anniversartes:— Ordination 


ANNIVERSARIES IN NEW YORK. 


The following notices ofthe anniversary meet- 
ings of Societies in New York, on Wednesday, 
the 10th, and Thursday the 11th May, are ex- 


Yracted from the Missionary Herald for June. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 
First Anniversary. 


The first Annual Meeting of the Society was 
held in the City Hotel, at 10 o’clock, A. M. of 
Wednesday, the President, S. V. S. Wilder, in 
the chair. After the meeting was opened with 
prayer by the Rev. Mr. Mortimer, of the Mora- 
vian church,and the President had addressed the 
society, the annual report was read by the sec- 
retary. 


UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
Ninth Anniversary. 


The ninth Annual Meeting of this Society was 
held at the City Hotel, on the evening of 
Wednesday. The President, Hon. Stephen 
Wan Rensselaer, having been providentially de- 
tained from the meeting, the Rev. Dr. Proudfi, 
of Salem, N. Y. the senior Vice President, took 
the chair. The meeting was opened with pray- 
er by the Rev. Mr. Beman, of Troy, N. Y. af- 
‘er which an abstract of the Report was read by 
the Rev. Mr. Mason, secretary for Domestic 
Correspondence. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Tenth Anniversary. 
The tenth Annual Meeting of the American 


Bible Society was held on Thursday, at ten | 


o’clock A. M. in the Middle Dutch church in 
Nassau-Street. The venerable President being 
absent, the Hon. John Cotton Smith, formerly 
Governor of Connecticut, took the chair. The 
Rev. Dr. Perkins of West Hartford, Connecti- 


cut, commenced the exercises of the day, by | 


reading the 49th chapter of Isaiah. 

From the Report of the Treasurer, W. W. 

} ’ 

Woolsey, Esq. it appeared, that the ne* receipts 
of the ‘Treasury, the past year, amounted to 
$51,339 94. The receipts for the ninth year 
were $44,833 08, making a gain of receipts in 
the tenth over the ninth, of six thousand five 
hundred and fifty-eight dollars, eighty-six cents. 


PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 
Fighth Anniversary. 


The cight Annual Meeting of the Presbyterian 


Education Society was held on the evening of | 
‘Thursday, at the Brick Church, in Beekman- | 
street, his Excellency Governor Clinton, Pres- | 


ident of the Society, in the chair. 


BAPTIST GENERAL CONVENTION. 
The Baptist Triennial Convention held, in 
New York city, a session of thirteen days, it 
adjourned on Tuesday the 9th ult. 


METHODIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The “Missionary Society of the Methodist 
Kpiscopal Church,” held its seventh Anni- 
versary mecting on the 20th, in the church in 
‘ohnestreet, 


of Missionaries:—-Miss. Depos. 


ORDINATION OF MISSIONARIES, 


On the 10th ult. the Rev. Messrs. Josras; 
Brewer, Evi Smira, Cyrus STONE, and 
JEREMIAH Stow, were ordained at Spring. 
field, Mass., as Christian Missionaries. Mr, 
Smith embarked for Malta, on the 23d ult., 
where he is to be associated with Mr. Temple in 
the conducting of the printing establishmenr, 
The others will probably proceeed to different 
stations in the course of the year. 

From the same Ecclesiastical Council, and on 
the same occasion, Mr. ANDERSON, the Assist- 
ant Secretary to the Board, received ordination 
as an Evangelist. » 

The introductory Prayer was made by the 

Rev. Samuel Osgood, of Springfield; the Ser- 
| mon was preached by the Rev. Warren Fay, of 
| Charlestown, from Matt. xxvin. 20, Lo, I am 

with you alway, even unto the end of the 
| world; the Ordaming Prayer was made by the 

Rey. David D. Field, of Stockbridge; the Charge 
| was given by the Rev. Isaac Knapp, of West- 

field; the Fcllowship of the Churches by the 
| Rev. L. Ives Hoadly, of Worcester; and the 

Concluding Prayer was by the Rev. Alexande; 

Phonix, of Springfield. 

At the close of the ordmation services, the 

Lord’s Supper was received by about 500 com- 
| municants. 

The imterest manifested in the solemnities of 
the day, by the mhabitants of Springheld, and 
by many irom the neighbouring towns, was very 


ereat. [ Mise. Her. for June. 
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| Utica M issionary Depository. 

| Received for the A. B.C. F. M. from the 1st of May to 

the Ist of July. 

Wilson, Niagara Co. mon. con. $1 75 

| Aurora, Mon. con. by Rev. S. Strong, 12 00 
|| Madison, Mon. con, by Dea. Calvin Whitcom, 12 60 

Moscow, Mon. con. by Rev. S. J. Mills, 18 23 

| Sherburne, Miss. bos, 3; Mr. Manning, 1; by 

Rev. C. FE. Avery, 4 00 

| Columbus, Fem. benev. so. 3; a don. by Rev. 

C. E. Avery, 10 13 00 

| Pompey, Oren Village, 2d Pres. so. from the 

tum. so. by Mrs. S. Baldwin, pres. 16,44; 

mon. con. 7; an aged widow’s mite, pair 

| thread stockings, 23 4: 
| Leyden, Av. of m. f. by Rev. Renel Kimball, 4 00 
| Litchfield, Norwich so. mon. con. by Mr. B. 


i Wood, 9 26 
| Champion, Mon. con. by Mr. A. Lathrop, 3 00 
! Verona, Av. of Oats, by Mr. Gilbert Brush, 3 00 
|| Utica, Mon. con. 7,23; from the ladies of the 
Presbyterian socicties, for the education of 
female children in Endia, by Mrs. Electa 
King, Tr. 93,68; é 100 ‘1 
Mexico, From the char. so. , 8 63 


Mentz, \st Pres. so. mon. con. by Mr. Grandey, 2 50 
Green, From indiv. by Rev. J. B. Hoyt, 1,50; 
one pair socks, § 
Butternuts, ist Con. church fem. miss. so. 7,75; 
Ist Con. chh. so.9; a don.1, by Rev. H. P. 
Bogue, 17 75 
New Haven, N.Y. Adon. by Mr. H. Nichols, 3 50 
Clinton, ¥rom the fem. char. so. by Mrs. Grid- 
ley, ‘Ur. 30 00 
Vesimoreland, From the young ladies’ benev. 
so. to ed. a hea. child at the Mackinaw sta- 


Se 


tion, to be named Hetty Eells, 12 60 
Whitesborough, Mon. con. by Rev. J. Frost, 37 10 
—— 

$312 47 


ABIJAH THOMAS, Agent. 








Errata.—The readers cf the Repository are desired 
to correct with a pen the following errors in the las! 
number. P. 163 last column,2I1st line from bottom, for 
unavoidable write unequivocal; p. 164, 2d column. 
20th line from top, for as write is; p. 174, Ist coum” 
25th line from top for Céeclension write delusion. 
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